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HAVE never: been Conſci- 
ous to my felt, that the Temp- 
tation of any baſe Intereſt, or 
the Apprehenſion of any 

- threatning Danger, could cor- 
-rupt me to betray, or force me to de- 

..cline, that which I well knew to be 

. the true Intereſt of my King and 

+ Country; and therefore have I con- 

7 ſtantly look'd upon thoſe , that made 

- £1t their Buſineſs to break 1 in upon the 
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juit Rights of the one, or the other, 
as unhappy Contrivers to involve the 
Nation, in a conſuming Debt to Ty- 
ranny, or Confuſion, which the Peo- 
ple ſhall be ſure to pay, out of their 
Enjoyments 1n Lite, Liberty, and Pro- 
perty. PE | 

Of Conſequence therefore, I muſt 
with-grating Afiction have obſervd, 
how ſtrenuouſly this vile Deſign has 
been labour'd, from towards the latter 
end of King Charles the 2d, to this pre- 


| ſent time. Under the ſcreening ſhel- 


F Touian. 


ter of that Prince; Popery and Arbi- 


trary Power were favour'd , and che- 


riſh'd with all the Art and Induſtry, 


which Men of flaviſh Principles, and 


profligate Conſciences, could devile 
and apply, till the twin Monſters 
were thought arriv'd at that fulneſs 
of prodigious Stature, as no longer 
to need his Life , for their Conceal- 
ment or Protection. 

As a good Preparative for the Intro- 
ductionof Arbitrary Power, in which 
are-all the hopes of Popery,pernicious 
*-Pamphlets were publiſh'd,in which 
it was magiſterially afferted, That the 


 RealmofEygland was ſuch a compleat 


Imperial 
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Imperial Soveraignty, as wherein the 
King had full, perfect, and intire Ju- 
ri{diction from God alone ; and that 
his Subjefts ought rather to ſuffer 
Death wrongfully , than refift him. 
It was ſpeciouily granted indeed, That 
there were Political Laws to ſecure the 
Rights of the Subject : but it was ſtitly 
maintain'd, That the Imperial Laws, 
which aſcertain'd the Rights of the 
Sovereign Prince,were ſuperiour to the 
Political, and might and ought to de- 
termine when thePolitical Lawsſhould 
be obſerv'd, when not. As much as to 


ſay, The Rights of the Subject ſhould 


be ſecure from all Invaſion, but that 
of their King, Well ! that's worth 
ſomething,tho' the Clown in the Greek. 
Epigram, would not have much valu- 
ed it ; For, ſaid he, a little irreverent- 
ly indeed, but very plainly,and to the 
purpole, 
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Wolf, has ever and anon, a fat Sheep for | 
| Sacrifice, the Wolf has no more for prey. | 


T loſe on both ſfrdes > for 'tis all one to me, 


whether the God has it roaſted, or Iſgrim | 


raw. 


very leernedly ſtated, and decided the 
Matter ; pronouncing, That in Caſes 
of Neceſiity, the King might diſpenſe 
with the Laws,and that he was Judge 
of the Neceſlity. 

Theſe Gentlemen ſeem to have had 
ſome Modeſty, tho' no more Conſci- 
_ ence than the other ; or, perhaps this 
little ſhow of Modeſty, was a caſt of 
- their Wit, they made uſe of the Fow- 
ler's cunning, ſtalkt under ſhelter, to 
get a full ſhoot at the Peoples Liber- 
ties, which was the Quarry they aim'd 
atzand dead they Jaid it, beſhrew their 
hearts for their pains. But 'twas a 


ſorry piece of cunning, which would | 


never have taken, but that the Game 


they ſhot, was 'tangled in a Net be- 


fore. | 


Who ſees not,that if the King may ; 
diſpenſe with the Laws in Caſes of 
Neceſlity, ard be Judge of the Necel- | 
lity, he may diſpenſe with them as of-| 

| | ten} 


The Judges, in King James's time, | 
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ten as he pleaſes? wherefore his learn- 
ed Sages of the Law might have {par'd 
their Wit, and more ingenuouſly with 
open boldneſs, have afferted and de- 
clard like Richard the 2d ,- That the 
King's Will was the Law. This is 
what the falſe Coiners of the cheating 
diſtinction of Imperial and Political 
Laws, and the corrupt Putters of Ne- 
ceſſity-Caſes [ which makes the Peo- 
ple's Slavery the one thing neceſſary |] 
would fain be at. But the Defign 1s fo 
wicked and odious, that to own it 
in plain words, were the way to over- 
throw it : In truth, ſubtle DiſtinCtions, 
and Caſes which have never happen 4 . 
are like to make the moſt of this bad 
Market. Thus all in the Land of Meta- 
hylicks, where every Period or Page 
of famous School-Divinity, harbours 
wild Notions of Religion, which can- 
not be explain'd, and made intelligi- 
ble, much leſs prov'd and aſcertain'd 
by clear Reaſon : ; the Sons of Science 
ſupernatural, the Myſtic Adepti intro- 
duce them, with proper Terms of Art, 
[ Terms uſeleſs to any other purpoſe] 
and ſettle and *{tabliſh them for ever, 
[ 7,e.as long as ever they can be ſettled 
A 4. and 
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ond eſtabliſh'd on the unexamin'd 
Foundation of perplexing Diſcincti- 


There were not wanting among the 


eminent Clergy,who, as if they would 
goa length K. Richard never dream't 


on,ſeem'd to intimate, That the King's 


Will was not only the Law , but the - 


Religion of the Country t00 : ; and 
Paſhive Obedience, the only wretched 
Portion of the un peopled People ; for 
then they were no longer a People , 

but a plunder'd and enllav'd Rabble, 
left only Tenants at Will for their 
Lives, Liberties, and Properties. In 
ſuch a wretched Caſe,] it would become 
the unpeopled People, to have always 
their Loins girt, Shoes on their Feet, 
and Staves in their Hands ; not like 
Iſraelites taking leave of their hard 
Maſters,and going to ſet up for them- 
felves ; but like the Shepherds of Cre- 
21014 , , waiting for the terrible Sen- 
tence—eter 'es- migrate coloni. Be gone 
ye old Ezgliſh Race of ſtubborn Free- 


holders, ne're trouble your ſelves how 


ye ſhall drive your Flocks, but leave 
ſuch things behind you 3 haſte, haſte, 


you have nothing to pack up, unleſs 
you 
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your old Wives,and young Children ;. 


haſte, and make room for naked Co- 
lonies of tres humble Monſieur Servi- 
teurs, that ſhall not dare to call their 
Wooden Shoes their own ; but Sou{ 
and Body become all Obedience, let 


[with Spiritual Curb, or Temporal 


Snaffle] Prieſt or Tyrant ride them. 
The deſign of changing our Legal, 
into an Arbitrary Government, was 
copy d from the Frezch Original. In 
France 'twas laid in the Reign of Lew- 
35 the XI. and took effect to the de- 
{ſtruction of the Rights of the People, 
by deſtroying the Power of Parlia- 
ments. The deſtruction of the Pow- 
er of Parliaments was carried on by 
very ſober paces, by the moſt eafie and 
modeſt Encroachments , that People 
weary of thew Liberties could have 
wiſh'd for. The King did not pretend 
to raiſe Money, when he pleasd, —by 
himſelf, —and without his Parliament; 
no,—good Prince, ——not He. All that 
he deſir'd,was only to be permitted to 
raiſe Money, —now and then, —upon 
occaſion,—in the Intervals of Parlia- 
ment ; and not that neither, bat 1n 
Caſes of pure Neceſſity, when the Safe- 
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and eſtabli'd on the unexamin'd 
Foundation of perplexing Diſtincti- 


There were not wanting among the 
eminent Clergy,who, as if they would 
goa length K. Richard never dream't 
on.,ſeem'd to intimate, That the King's 


Will was not only the Law , but the - 


Religion of the Country t00 : ; and 
Paſhve Obedience, the only wretched 
Portion of the un peopled People ; for 
then they were no longer a People 

but a plunder'd and enllav'd Rabble, 
left only Tenants at Will for their 
Lives, Liberties, and Properties. In 
ſuch a wretched Caſe, it would become 
the unpeopled People, to have always 
their Loins girt, Shoes on their Feet, 
3nd Staves in their Hands ; not like 
Iſraelites taking leave of their hard 
Maſters,and going to (et up for them- 
felves ; but like the Shepherds of Cre- 
mona , , waiting for the terrible Sen- 
tence—eter 'es- migrate coloni. Be gone 
ye old Engliſh Race of ſtubborn Free- 


_ holders, ne're trouble your ſelves how 


ye ſhall drive your Flocks, but leave 


ſuch things behind you 3 haſte, haſte, 


you have nothing to pack up, unleſs 
'yous 
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your old Wives,and young Children 'I 


haſte, and make room for naked Co- 
lonies of tres humble Monſfreur Servi- 
teurs, that ſhall not dare to call their 
Wooden Shoes their own ; but Sou{ 
and Body become all Obedience, ler 


[with Spiritual Curb, or: Temporal 


Snaffle] Prieſt or Tyrant ride them. 
The deſign of changing our Legal, 
into an Arbitrary Government, was 
copy'd from the Frexch Original. In 
France 'twas laid in the Reign of Lew- 
3s the XI. and took effett to the de- 
ſtruction of the Rights of the People, 
by deſtroying the Power of Parlia- 
ments. The deſtruCtion of the Pow- 
er of Parliaments was carried on by 
very ſober paces, by the moſt eafie and 
modeſt Encroachments , that People 
weary of thei Liberties could have 
wiſh'd for. The King did not pretend 
to raiſe Money, when he pleasd, —by 
himſelf, —and without his Parliament; 
no,—good Prince, ——not He. All that 
he deſir'd,was only to be permitted to 
raiſe Money, —now and then,—upon 
occaſion, —in the Intervals of Parlia- 
ment ; and not that neither, but 1n 
Caſes of pure Neceſlity, when the Safe- 
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ty of his oood Subjefts abſolutely re- 
quir'd it. And how could it be de- 
ny'd him, who lov'd his People fo 
well, to judge of Caſes of Neceſlity. 

But the Power of raiſing Money | be- 
ing once gone, the deluded- People 
preſently percetv'd, that they had pur- 
chas'd their Slavery with 1t. For now 
all Power fell eaſily into the Hands of 
the King. In vain it was to diſpute 
with him any Civil Rights not yet 
parted with by name, or even the 
publick Profeſſion of Religion. For 
the Power of Raiſing Money is, in ef - 

fect, the Power of doing all things : 
juſt {o 1s 1t with the Article of Infalli- 
bility, admit but that rear Fei, 
that firſt falſe Article, and you muſt 
ſtand with his Holineſs for nothing, 
but believe thro” thick and thin, in 
{pight of Senſe and Reaſon. Well ! 
the French King became, by the above- 
ſaid Artifice, at perfect Liberty to be. 

or not bea Tyrant, which he pleas'd. 

Let no one ask how he govern'd him- 
ſelf ; for,did ever Man graſp at- the 
Power to do Miſchief, without the 
purpoſe? If there have been ſuch my- 
ſterious Riddles of irregularVertue,yet 
the 
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2. the French King's after Lewis XI. were 
| no inſtances of it. In them it plainly 
appear'd how effectually the temptation 
of unlimited Power works on Ambiti- 
ous Nature. Ambitious Nature ſeldom 
| or never eſteems any thing enough, if 
” þ there be any thing at all out of her 
Poſſeſſion. It has not been enough 


for Lewzs the XIV. to be the Law, but 
| he muſt be the Religion allo of his 
Slaves. With a great many it was Ar- 
| gument enough to be of the Religion 
| he requir'd, becauſe it was his : while 
his Spiritual Dragoons diſputed more 
forcibly with thoſe of a more back- 
ward Faith ; The Prieſts had ſtood al- 
together idle, and unconcern'd in this 
Converſion, but for the merit of that 
Hattering Doctrine. A King is ac- 
countable to none but God, but to 
make amends for their being leſs fer- 
viceable than the Military Men, . their 
unaccountable King {hall be {tiF'd, the 
Vicegerent of God, nay the very 
 Tmage of the Moſt High, tho' they 
ſpoil the Argument in the Firſt Chap- 


| ter to the Hebrews, for the Divinity of 
F Chriſt. I wonder they do'not main- 
; tain, That their King is accountable to 
4 -Y 796 none 
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none but himſelf; For if he preſcribes 
them their Religion, as well as di- 
Ctates their Law, he is their Idol God, 
as well as their Royal Tyrant. 

But, as I noted, Ambitious Nature 
never eſteems any thing enough, when 
there 1s yet ſomething out of her poſ- 
ſeſhion, therefore Lewzs the XIV. is 
for advancing his Tyranny over his 
Neighbours alſo. To this purpoſe, 
his method has long time been to cor- 
rupt the-.Courts of Princes: by his 
Lovis dOrs; to ſurprize Un-armed 
Countries, and [l]-provided Forts, by 
breach of his Oaths : Thus his Trea- 
chery has many Years purvey'd for 
his Cruelty, and his Cruelty ſhed 
Torrents of Blood to quench the ra- 
ging Thirſt of his Ambition. He has 
plunder'd the Monuments of the Dead, 
and the Altars of his own Gods, nor 
Fearing, nor Reverencing one more 
than the other. He has broke his 
Leagues with Chriſtian Princes, as 
long as they would truſt him ; has 
kept them, ſomething better indeed, 
with the Tzrk, for it was his Intereſt, 
tho' the Turk is not his only Allie, for 
he has the Devil , and the Pope —_ 
| 6 
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What good underſtanding there is be- 


tween him and the Pope, the World 
ſees, and he that will not grant him 


| © .tobein League with the Foul Fiend 


alſs; muſt believe that there's no Ne- 
vil in Hell, or no Monkiſh Conjurer 
in Fraxxe, to bring thoſe mighty Po- 
tentates together, Is there any differ- 
ence between Neighbouring States ? 
Lewis will interpole to ſettle it, and 
never leave 'till he has ſettled, or 
made it wider. Is any Prince or Prin- 


ceſs to be Married > He propoſes a 


Match for them, ſome Baſtard Son, or 
Daughter of his own, well pre-in- 
{ſtructed what returns to make him, for 
their Preferment. Is there any Can- 
didate labouring for a Sovereign Bi- 
{hoprick, or Coadjutorſhip, who has 
very little reaſon to ſupport his pre- 


tences? Lewis the Grand will ſerve - 


his hopeleſs intereſt, out of his own 
free miſchievous Generoſity. When 
he proſpers, he fights for the glory of 
his Majeſty ; When his Afairs are in 
{ome danger, he labours only to ex- 
tirpate Herefie; but in neither of 
theſe Caſes, thinks it improper to aſ- 
fiſt an HereticalNoble Revolter age 

is 
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his Catholick Lord and Maſter. In 
ſending abroad Embaſiadors, he choſes 
Huguenot Ravieni for Exgland.a ſtout 
Toper for Germany, a bold Marqueſs 
for Rome, a grave Clergy-man for 
Spain. In ſhort he makes himſelf all 
things for all, that he may confound 
all Nations, and turn the World in- 
to a Wilderneſs. 

This 1s the French Original, which 
ſome unhappy men among us have 
irndioufly ſer themſelves to Copy. 
Now in the Firſt place God be prais'd, 
then due thanks paid to King William 
our Deliverer, and every Noble Afer- 
ter of our Engliſh Liberties in tne 
Convention-Parliament, for that, the 


_ work of thoſe unhappy Copyers was 


diſturb'd, and ſo they could never f1- 

niſh their Piece ; but they gave us a 

plaguy sketch of it in the laſt Reign. 
But there 1s another © Original 


Draught of a Tyrant, ſet forth in that 


excellent Hiſtory of the Revolution in 
Sweden, wherein many particulars bear 
a perfect reſemblance of our Fate 
Times, as to the great Tranſactions 
both in France and England,” which 1s 


not to be wonder'd at, but rather to 
| be 
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be conſider'd as a good Evidence, that 
all Tyranny 1s alike; for tho' the 
Streams from the {ame Fountain may 
run in ſeveral Ways, and Channels, 
yet they all tend to the ſame Ocean of 
Blood, 

After the Death of the Brave Stero, 
theWorthy Adminiſtratour of Swedez, 
Chriſtiern Tl. ſucceeded his Father in 
the Kingdom of Denmark, and ob- 
tain'd the Crown of Sweden by Con- 
queſt. This Prince was not more am- 
bitious to make others his Slaves, than 
he was, himſelf to become the Slave 
of Sigebrite, a Woman who had nei- 
ther the Charms of Youth, or Beauty 
to Captivate him. But this notwith- 
{tanding, her Power was as great 0- 
ver him, as if ſhe had ſeem'd intitled 
to it, by all the Perfections, which 
Nature could have beſtow'd upon her. 
It is hard to be imagin'd how an Old 
Dutch Woman could obtain this ab- 
folute Dominion over a haughty Mo- 
narch, unleſs it were by perſ[wading 
him to aſſume the ſame over others. 
The Inhumane Polities of this She- 
Favourite were extremely agreeable to 


the fierce and cruel Diſpoſition of 
Chriſtt- 
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Chriſtiern ; He look'd upon the Anti- 
ent Liberties of his Subjects, as incon- 
fiſtent with his Royal Honour and 
Dignity ; and ſhe tempted him to fa- 
crifice a whole Senate to his Arbitrary 
Ambition. This, this was the pleafing 
Conjuration, that charm'd him, whoſe 
Nature was not fo pardonably wicked, 
as to dote on Youth and Beauty ; The 
Tyrant receiv'd the Malitious Addreſ- 
{es of his furious Miſtreſs, as Teſtimo- 
nies of her paſſionate Fondneſs for 
him, and fo gave her that dominion 
over himſelf, which he refolv'd to have 
over the Swedes. He found the Pulſe 
of the:Church beat as high as his own, 
they were even impatient to make 
their King, their Tyrant, ſuppoſing 
that their ſhare in the Ecclefiaſtical 
part would be as Flouriſhing, as his 
in the Civil ; and the violent Arch- 
Biſhop of Upſal fancied he ſhould not 
be much the lefler Monarch of the 
two. - t 
Chriſtiern 111 enough diſposd of 
himſelf, and always animated to miſ- 
chief by his Helliſh Erizzys, quickly 
came to a reſolution of deſtroying all 
the Senatours and Principal Noble- 

men. 
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men, that had been, or were like to 
be Enemies of his Imperial Arbitrary 
Authority. To facilitate the fatal Ex- 
ecution, he put on a better counte- 
nance, than the Withered Hagg his 
Spightful Favourite wore, no cloud 
' fate on his Royal Brow ; but all was 
{ , clearand calm there, proper as could 
be to perſwade them to truſt, who 
| once ſuſpected him. With this ſhow 
| of Gentleneſs and Aﬀection then, he 
invites the Lords to a Magnificent 
Feaſt at Sockhbolm, Two Days they 
were highly treated, and on the Third 
Maſlacred. | 

Yet was not the Imperial Tyrannick 
Thirſt of Chriſtiern ſatisfied, for the 
Great Guſtavss,with ſome few Illuſtri- 
ons Patriots eſcap'd the Slaughter, 
wherefore he ſends freſh bloody Or- 
ders to his Troops, who preſently put 
the whole Town to the Sword, ſpa- 
ring none except the Old and Ugly, 
but them, perhaps in Complement to 
Sigebrite, Nay 1o utterly averſe did 
this Tyrant then ſhow himſelf to all 
Humanity, that when a Swediſh Gen- 
tleman could not reſtrain his Grief, be- 


| holding ſucha Scene of Horrour, he 
: B had 
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had him faſtned to a Gibbet, and his 


Bowels torn forth, becauſe of his ten- 


derneſsand compaſſion. 


This ſurprizing Bloody Start from 
a King to a Tyrant, terrified the Peo- * 


ple ſo extreamly, that it diſpos'd them 
to do their parts to free themſelves 
from their deplorable Condition. Sla- 
very may be the misfortune of a Peo- 
ple, but to ſubmit to it; can never be 
their Duty ; And I much queſtion 
whether in the like Caſe, our Advo- 
cates of Imperial abſolute Sovereignty 


would not have been of the ſame mind 


with the Swedes ; and not by their 
Paſſhve Obedience have acknowledg'd 
their ruine for their Religion. Well ! 
in a ſhort time, what the Swedes long'd 
for, a Deliverer appear'd. He was the 
injur'd Guſtavus Ericſon, deſcended 
from the Ancient Kings of $weder,and 
Nephew to King Carutſor. Chriſtiers 
had now not only Abdicated his Go- 
vernment, by his Tyranny, in the ut- 
ter ſubverſion of the Laws, Rights, and 
Properties of the People, but being 
generally Hated, Beaten, and Forſa- 
ken, he Conſumated his Abdication 
by Flight, and Grſtavss the _— 
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Deliverer, was by a Convention of the 
Eſtates, with the Joy of the People 
choſen King of Sweder, which he g0- 
vern'd happily all the days of his 
Life. 

A Phile;opher being 25k'd, which 
was the moſt ries A of all Beaſts, 
Anſwer'd,of Wild Ones, a Tyrant ; of 
Tame Ones, a Flattecer ; Theſe Tame 
Ones hunt the Game like Jacal/s, and 
with their plaguy-yelping excite, . and 
guide the Wild Ones to the Prey 5 
and this they do, in hopes, that, when 
their Lawleſs Maſters ar cloy d, they 
may ſatisfie their own Appetites with 
Reliques of that Deſtruction, in which 
they had been inſtrumental. 

This Faca// yalping in England. was 
never more Fierce, Eager, and Loud, 
than in the Reign of King Charles II. 
and it was a proper time for the Ene- 
mies of Erzgland, and the Proteſtant 


Religion, with the advantage of the 


ſhelter which he gave them, to make 
preparation for the Triumphant En- 
trance of Popery and Slavery. And at 
that time they did not neglect the op- 
rtunity, witneſs the Dover Treaty 3 
he Popiſh Plot diſcover'd. by Doctor 
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Oates, and many a bantering Sham, 
that could not be brought to paſs up- 
on the People ; but then ſomething 
that could make its one way came on, 
2uoWarranto's ikeBombs were thrown 
into Corporations, which miſerably 
deſtroy'd their Antient Charters ; Dif- 
| penſing Jadges were advanc'd ; Pro- 
| er Sheriffs choſen, and all unjuſt 

Arts uſed to diſpoſe things for the ea- 

fier plundering the Nation of their 
i Liberties, Properties, and Religion. 
; Theſe unrighteous Proceedings would 
| | hardly have been ventur'd on, but 
for the Countenance that was givn | 
| them by the Doctrine of Paflive Obe- | 


| dience,a Doftrine not reveal'd by Jeſus | 
k Chriſt, nor recorded in his Goſpel, but | 
ſtamp'd by latter Creation,under the pro- | 
| tection of which, any King may play | 
j the Chriſtiern, or the Lewis ſafely, and * 
| without controul. This Creatiaz ſtamp- | 
| ed DeGrine grew in ſuch Credit, and | 
j Eſteem, that not a Man, who did not | 
i give his Aﬀent and Conſent to the | 
| {ame, could be allow'd to be a true | 

Son of the Church, ſcarcely to be a } 
Chriſtian. b 
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ving been ſo ſtrenuouſly afſerted, and 
ſo ſuceſsfully in the Proceedings of 
thoſe Times, ſeem'd to make the death 
of King Charles very ſeaſonable for 
the opening the Execution of the 
Grand Deſign, in a barefac'd Subver- 


fion of the Religion and Laws of 


England. 

King Fares at his firſt coming to 
the Crown ſeem'd to endeavour to 
take away the Apprehenfion, and Ter- 
rour that was juſtly imagin'd to fill 
the Minds of People. And in his 
firſt Speech declard ſo much tender- 


neſs for them, and ſuch a reſpetCt for 
the preſervation of their Liberties and 


Properties, that the cajol'd Parliament 
from an exceſs of Satisfaction, ſhew, 
{ I may fafely ſay ] more Aﬀedction to 
him, than ever Parliament did to a 
Proteſtant Prince, and gave Money, 
till he himſelf put a ſtop to the pro- 
fuſe and exceſſive Expreſſions of their 
Satisfaction. It muſt be granted that 
the lives of ſome Profeſſors are not ſo 
bad as the conſequences of their erro- 
neous Opinions : And it was charita- 
bly thought by the Parliament, that 

B 3 King 


The unlimited Power of a King ha- 
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King Jaxzes, tho' a Papiſt, would not 
Govern ſo Arbitrary, as the encou- 
rag d Doctrines of the Age gave him 
leave; but they quickly perceiv'd 
their Error, and found to their Sor- 
row, that Popery, and Arbitrary Pow- 
er could no-more be ſeperated, than 
the double Monſter that was ſhown in 
London of two Brothers, one growing 
out of the fide of the other, who were 
{o intimately conjoyn'd, that the Life, 
Decay, or Death of the one was equa]- 
ly the Concern, and Fate of the other. 
For now he began to put his Imperi- 
al Laws in Execution, and by diſpen- 
_ {ing with, fairly abrogated all the Po- 


lirical, which ſhould have ſecur'd the 


Rights of the People, butalas ! they 
were betray'd into his hands, and he 
without Mercy difpatch'd them. To 
me it ſeems almoſt impoſſible, but that 
the Spiritual Defenders of theAbſolute 
Power of an Engliſh King——who de- 
Iiver'd that Power to be Goſpel, and 
_ theSjaviſh Judges who declar'd it to be 

Law,ſhould have deplor'd theWounds 
they have given to the Religion, and 
Laws of their Country, unleſs the 
hopes of a ſhare in the Spoiles had er 

| vail 
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vail'd above all honeſt Conſiderations, 
and, unleſs they had been themſelves 
as ready to embrace the Popiſh Reli- 
gion, as they had been inſtrumental 


to ſet itup. Together with the fir(t 


Exerciſe of an Arbitrary Power, the 
Popiſh Religion began to appear on 
the Stage ; and the Monks and Friars 
enter'd to act in their proper Habits ; 
Seminaries were ſet up 1n ſeveral pla- 
ces, and Houſes fill'd with thoſe Re- 


Hhgious Furies ; Father Peter, a Jeſuit 


was made of the Privy Council, and 
reign'd Chief Miniſter. Thus from 
the Spring of Imperial | 2. e. Arbitra- 


ry] Power, an over-flowing De- 
 luge broke forth, threatning miſerable 


occaſions for the Religious Exerciſe 
of that Fatal Duty , Paſhive Obedi- 
ence. 

King James no ſooner altered from 
what he ſeem'd to be in his firſt Speech, 
but the People alter'd from what they 
were. Their Satisfaction in their new 
King vaniſh'd, and from the hopes of 
living happy Subjects under him, they 


ſank into the Apprehenſions of be- 


coming deſpis'd,and ear-boar'd Slaves. 


. A general Conſternation fell upon the 
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whole Body of the People ; and even 
thoſe Clergy-men that were the Tools 
to Subvert their own Religion.and the 
Civil Rights of their Brethren, were 
afraid that themſelves ſhould feel the 
Thunder with which they had arm'd 
their Tyrant. This brought them 
quickly to interpret away the gram- 
matical, plain , miſchievous Senſe of 
Paſitve Obedience ; and as for the Ex- 
erciſe of it, that they were ſo far from 
practiſing | being above their own Or- 
dinances ] that no honeſt Men were 
more forward to invite and joyn with 
a Deliverer, than theſe Shifters. _ 
The miſerableCondition of England 
at that time,did not only move Com- 
paſhon in our Neighbours, but | as 
we have reaſon to believe |] put them 
in mind, that the Diſeaſe we labour'd 
under was catching ; and if it was not 
timely repelFd by their Aſſiſtance , it 
would not be long before they lamen- 
ted their own Fate. They were there- 
fore , for our, and for their own 
ſakes,aiding and afliſting to our right- 
ful and lawful King , the then Prince 
of Orange, whom God and his own 
Vertue prompted to attempt our Deli- 
venice. = - | The 
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The difficulties that threatned this 
attempt were great and diſcouraging, 
but he, who was incapable of fear, 
deſpis'd the Dangers, Landed ſome 
Forces at Torbay, and met a Succeſs 
anſwerable to the juſtneſs of his Cauſe, 
and the greatneſs of his Courage. 

But before he ſet forward, to take 
oft all Suſpicions that might reaſonably 
ariſe, where an Army came, that might 
pretend to Conquer, as well as to re- 
lieve, he put forth a glorious Decla- 
ration Proclaiming that his Expediti- 
on was intended for no other end, 
but to have a Free and Lawful Parlia- 
ment Afembled, ſoon as poffible, to 
ſecure to the wholeNation the free en- 
joyment of their Laws, Rights, and 
Liberties, to preſerve the Proteſtant 
Religion, and cover ſuch as would 
live peaceably under the Government, 
[as becomes good Subjects ] from all 
perſecution on the account of Religi- 
on, Papiſts themſelves not excepted. 

King James was now reduc'd, to 
that, wherein he ſeem'd- always to 
place his greateſt truſt, an Army, [for 
the Preachers had forſook him, - and 
their own Slaviſh Docrines ſometime 

3 | before] 
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before] with the Army then he ad- 
vanced to dSalisbury, but found that 
they were a part of injurd Engliſh 
Men ; ſeeing himſelf therefore deſert- 
ed by them, as well as by his Chap- 
lains | who inveſted him with his 11- 
legal Arbitrary Power, ] and all the 
honeſt Engliſh ; he left the Kingdom, 
thus he did, as it were, Signand Seal 
his own Abdication, which was grown 
as full and perfedCt as obſtinate Tyran- 
ny could make it; And as his Act and 
Deed the Nation took it, then the 
Lords, and the Commons repreſented 
in their choſen Truſtees, ſettled the 
Crown and Royal Dignity on King 
William and Queen Mary, the exerciſe 
of Regal Power, on their glorious 
Deltverer only. Thus did they re- 
ſtore the Old Conſtitution of redem'd 
England in King, Lords, and Com- 
mons. 

There was before the ſettlement of 
the Crown, ( Feb. 4. 1688.) a great 
Conference between the Lords, and 
Commons, chiefly on two Particulars 
Voted by the Commons. 

1. That King James had Abdicated 
the Government, | 

2, That 


: Ot 
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2. That thereby the Throne became 
vacant. 

The Lords inſiſted on altering the 
Word, Abdicated, and in the place 
thereof, to inſert Deſerted. Alſo they 
were not willing to admit thoſe 


 Words-—The Throne is thereby become 


vacant. The exception againſt the 
Word Abdicated was, that in the com- 
mon acceptation of the Civil Law, it 
imports a voluntary expreſs A of 
Renuntiation, which was not in this 
caſe, and did not follow from the 

Premiles. | | 
To this the Commons anſwer'd, 
that the doing an A& inconſiſtent 
with the being and end of a thing 
about which it 1s converſant, or which 
ſhall not anſwer the end of that thing, 
but go quite contrary, That AG ſhall 
be conſtrued an Abdication, and formal 
Renunciation of that thing. This they 
exemplified. Thus, the Government 
1s under a Truſt, and any acting con- 
trary to that Truſt, is a Renuntiation 
of that Truſt, tho' it be not a Renun- 
tiation thereof by a formal Deed. For 
AF and Deed is as plain and full a 
Declaration, as a Writing can be. rs 
— tnat 
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ral, that 1t was ſufficient to know,that 


that acts contrary to a Truſt is a Diſ- 
claimer of that Truſt, tho' he- does 
not diſclaim it by a formal Deed. 
From all this they drew theſe juſt 
Conſequences——That King James ha- 
ving Acted contrary to his Truſt, had 
Abdicated his Government ; and that 
having Abdicated it, the Throne is 


thereby became Vacant. 


But the Lords inſiſted, that the 
Throne could not be Vacant, becauſe 
there was an Heir, and that in a Suc- 
ceſiive Kingdom, an Abdication of the 
Government by a Tyrannous breach 
of Truſt, could be a forfeiture only 
as to that Perſon, who Tyrannically 
breaking his Truſt, does Abdicate the 
Government ; but not as to the next 
Heir, ſo as to put him by, and make 
the Government &leCtive. Therefore 
the Abdication of \King James the II. 
could not prejudice the next Heir,and 
then by conſequence the Throne was 
not vacant. 

The Commons upon this demand- 
ed, that the Lords would tell them, 
with whom the Throne was filF'd. 

The Lords only anſwer'd in gene- 


there 
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there were Heirs to take by lineal Suc- 
ceſſlion, tho' they did not, or could 
not expreſsly name the particular Per- 
ſon, whoſe right it was to fill the 
Throne. And therefore tho they 
could not fay who -fill'd the Throne, 
yet they had reaſon to conclude, it 
was not Vacant. The Commons then 
repreſented to the Lords, that their 
Lordſhips would neither agree, that 
the Throne was Vacant, nor ſay how 
it was full, and defird to know who 
was King, if King James was not, or 
were they to be always in that doubt- 
ful Condition > For none could be 
King James his Heir, during his Life, 
the Crown could not deſcend till his 


- Death. 


The Lords replied, That tho the 
King be not dead Naturally,yer if he is 
ſo Civilly, the next of courſe ought to 
come in as by Hereditary Succeſſion. 

The Commons replied, That their 


Lordſhips held it a difficult thing, to 


go upon the examination who is Heir, 
and demanded, if that was not clear, 
whether they were always to .remain 


_ Under the difficulty. As for the Com- 
' mons, they were not concern'd what 


words 


\ 
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Words were us'd, Fill up, Nominate, 
or EleF, "Twas the Thing they were 
to take care of, and 'twas high time 
it were done. | 

It was farther demanded of the 
Lords, whither, if there had been an 
Heir, to whom the Crown had de- 
ſcended in the Line of Succeſſion . 
and this Heir certainly known, their 
Lordihips would have aflembled 
without his calling > Or would have 
either adminiſter d the Government 
themſelves, or advisd the Prince of 
Orange to take it upon him? A known 
Succeſſor being in Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne, this would amount to High 
Treaſon, and ſuch a one muſt be in 
Poſſeſſion if the Throne were not va- 
cant. Their Lordſhips were preſs'd 
to conlider that they had concurr'd 
with the Commons in this Vote —— 
That it is inconſiſtent with our Reli- 
g10N and our Laws to have a Papilſt to 
reign over us. Upon this it was askt, 
Muſt not we come to an Election if the 
next Heir be a Papiſt > The conclu- 
ding Stroke was, That if their Lord- 
{hips would not allow the Throne to 
be vacant, nor nate the Heir = 
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fill'd it; the Nation would be left in 
in Confuſion and Diſtraction ; but 
the Lords were not willing that ſhould 
be left at their Doors, therefore, after 
they return to their Houſe, they ſent a 
Mefſage to the Commons on Febr. 7. 
1688. That they had agreed to the 
above ſaid Votes of the Commons 
without any Alteration. 

I thought it neceſſary to the chief 
Purpoſe of this Diſcourſe, to ſet down 
ſome General Arguments of this Con- 
ference, which 1s to be ſeen at large 
in Print, and 15 moſt worthy to be 
read by all that think it worth their 
while to look into the Conſtitution of 
the Engliſh Government, and to un- 
derſtand the Reaſon and Grounds of 
our late Settlement. 

I would now demand of any one, 
that had not given double Security to 
the Goddeſs of Errour, by Swearing 


| firſt to be always of his preſent Opi- 
} nion; and ſecondly , never to exa- 


{ mine the Reaſons of at; I would, I 


lay, demand of any, but ſuch an over- 
prejudic'd Man, by what other way, 


{ Or means, the Nation could have been 


juſtly ſettled, beſides that way, and 
thoſe ' 
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thoſe means, by which the Repreſen- 
tatives of the People conventionally 
aſſembled did ſettle it. 

The Commons came to a Vote , 
Jan. 28, 1688. That King James the 
Second, having endeavoured to Subvert 
the Conſtitution of the Kingdom , by 
breaking the Origmal Contra# between 
King and People ;, and by the advice of 
the Feſuites, and other wicked Perſons, 
having violated the Fundamental L aws, 
and having withdrawn himſelf out of 


the Kingdom, hath abdicated the Go- 


vernment, and that the Throne is there- 
by become vacant. And after a long 


Conference betwixt the Lords and 


Commons.the Lords on Febr. the 7th, 
next following, ſent a Meſſage to the 
Commons, to acquaint them , That 
they had agreed to the Vote ſent them up 
of the 28th of January, without any Al- 


terations. 
Here now was the whole Body of 


the Nation, the Lords by themſelves, 
im their own Perſons, and the People 
by their Repreſentatives, agreed, That 
King James had Abdicated the Go- 


vernment, and that the Throne was 


vacant 5 by which it 1s evident, that 
there 
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there was as great a neceſſity to provide 
a Supply, and that by way of EleCti- 
on, as there was to have any Govern- 
ment atall ; for if a People without 
Government, and delirous to ſettle a 


Government , muſt not chooſe for 


themſelves, I would fain know who 
muſt ? It is not to be expected that God 
ſhould miraculouſ]y interpoſe , and 
for any Enemies or Neighbours to 1n- 
termeddle, is againſt the Nature of 
the thing ; becauſe the end which the 
People ſeek in Government, 1s to ſe- 


cure themſelves againſt all that are, 


or may be Enemies. It remains there- 
fore, that they muſt chooſe for them- 


ſelves, both who ſhall govern them, 


and by what meaſures. The Lords 
indeed, in the great Conference,ſpake 
much of an Heir, and argued ſtrenu- 
ouſly for his Rights ; but knew: not 
who that Heir was, nor where to find 
him; and there's no being govern'd 
by the Lord knows who, that is to be 
found the Lord knows where ; or, as 
old Maynard phras'd it, in the Clonds. 
If the Lords had known of any Heir. 
they had not admitted a Vacancy ; if 
the Votes of the Majority of the Re- 
C preien- 
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preſentatives of the People had not 
{tpplied the Vacancy by reſetling the 
old Conſtitution , or framing a new | 
[ which at that time they were at li-' 
berty to have done] every. one of 
them muſt have been lefr in a ſtate of 
Nature, which 'tis every Man's In- 
tereſt to get out of as {oon as he can: 
For tho' in a State of Nature, no Man 
has a Liſence to do what he pleaſes, 
every one being under obligation to 
the Diftates of Reaſon, which 1s the 
Law of Nature; yet, 1m that State, 
no Man has the Advantage of more 
than his ſingle Wit and Strength to do 
himſelf Juſtice when he happens to be 
injur'd, which Inconvenience 1s the 
great Motive that inclines Men to unite 
in Society, and put themſelves under 
{\uch Form of Government as they like 
belt. 
When the Repreſentatives of the 
People were conven'd to ſupply the 
Vacancy, || after that King James had 
ſufficiently publiſhed that he would 
have nothing to do with the Govern- 
ment upon the Terms of the Conſti- 
tution, and according to the original 
Contrae | the Condition of the Na- 
tion 
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tion ſeem'd to be the ſame, as when 
the Original Contratt was firſt made, 
the People chooſing their Ruler, and 
agreeing the Laws, by which he 
ſhould rule them; which Original 
Right'can never be juſtly taken from 
them, until the Champions of the Im- 
perial Laws of a Tyrant, and the 


Preachers of Paſlive Obedience Sla-_ 


very, can prove, that the People were 
made for the Advantage of their King- 
ly Ruler, and not the Kingly Ruler 
for their Advantage. 

I know it has been afirm'd, that 
breaking the Original Contra&, is a 
Language that hath not been long in 
uſe, nor is known in any of our Law- 
Books, or Publick Records ;, but is 
taken from ſome late Authors, and 
thoſe none of the beſt received. "Tis 
ſtrange with what confidence ſome 
Men by the help of a little Artifice 
w1ll advance the denial of Truths ob- 
vious and evident enough, preſuming, 
that at the ſame time, they ſhall by 
their Intimations and Inſinuations, 
eſtabliſh their own wild, pernicious, 
and novel Notions. Imperial Laws 
controuling the Political, Jare divine 
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Tyranny , quiet Submiſhon to illegal 
Violence, commonly called Nox-re- 
fiſtance, ſometimes diſguis'd under the 
abſurd Phraſe of Paſſzvc Obedience, this 
without Controverly is barbarous-Lan- 
guage, no Man ever yet in our Law- 
Books or Publick Records could find: 
either name or thing. Of what anti- 
quity theſe Doctrines. may be in the 
Writings of ſome Clergymen, 1s not 
material, for neither Chriſt, nor his 
Apoftles, nor natural Reaſon requires 
any Man quietly to ſubmit to 11legal 
Violence, and look upon a Tyrant as 
the Ordinance of God. But yet there 
are among the Clergy ſome good Mer 
who abhor theſe unchriſtiar and un- 
natural Dofctrines, and none among 
them that can bring themſelves up to 
the Praftice of the ſame ; but even 
the Apologiſts are now fain to trim 
the matter with looſe general talk, and 
ſoftning Interpretations. But then 
the Senſe of Original Contra runs 
thro' all our Law-Books, the unan- 
fwerable Mr. Johnſon has cited fo ma- 
ny, ſo clear Teſtimonies of this, that 
I will only mention the 'Confeftion of 
an Engliſh Monarch, King wn [. 
who 
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who, tho' he uſes not the Word Con- 
tra, yet he does a Synonimous, - if 
PaFion ſignifies the ſame as Contra - 
In his Speech to the Parliament 1603. 
he ſets: down the juſt Diſtinction be- 
tween a King and a Parliament : But 
in his Speech to them 1609. ' he hath 
theſe Words : © The King binds him- 
<* ſelf by a donble Oath to the* Ob- 
<« ſervation of the Fundamental Laws 
< of his Kingdom ; tacttly,as by being 
* King, and ſo bound to protect, as 
< well the People, as the Laws of his . 
* Kingdom ; and expreſſy, by his 
<< Oath at his Coronation : So as eve- 
< ry juſt King, in a ſetled Kingdom, 
<< is bound to obſerve that PaF7oy 
** made to his People by his Laws, in 
« framing his- Government agreeable 
*© thereunto. But. he that 1s moſt a 
ſtranger to our Law-books, may eaſi- 
ly be able to prove; that the begin- 
ningsof all Forms of Goverrirent 
could riot but proceed from the Choice 
or Conſent of the People. It 15 true, 
God: is- the Fountain of all Power, 
bat he does not communicate it imme- 
diately to Man, at leaſt he has not 
done (6. in theſe later Ages; Nay, i 
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the Deſignation of Saul, and David, 
which 1s recorded to have-been from 
God, 'tis remarkable that after the 
Divine UnCtion, the People aflem- 
bled, and by their Votes freely choſe- 
them, and before the Peoples Choice 
they were not attually Kings of {ſra- 
el. But T will make ſhort of this mat- 
ter— Original Contract there muſt 
have been between King and People, 
wherever lawful Power 1s cb by 
a King, becauſe Kings are not imme- 
diately choſe of God : But ſuch a 
thing, as a Power to do miſchief, 
which ought not to be reſiſted , never 
could be, becauſe *tis againſt the Na- 
ture of God to give ſuch a Power to 
any Man, and that which inclines 
People to {et up a King over them, 
reſtrains them from giving him ſuch a 
Power. 

If this be a' Digreſſion, I beg the 
Readers pardon, butT hope have ful- 
ly prov'd that at the time of the Con- 
vention, [ when 'tis confeſs'd we were 
without a ſ{etled Form of Govern- 
ment ; ſo that the Lords of their own 
free Motion addreſs'd the Prince of 


Orange to take upon him the Admini- 
{tration 
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ſtration for a while] the Government 
could not have been ſetled otherways 
than it was ſetled, viz. by the choice of 
the Community ; and if they had not 
made ſo wiſe aChoiceas they did in the 
Perſon of King William ; yet his Ti- 
tle would | have been Lawful and 
Rightful, becauſe his Perſon was'the 
free Choice of the Community-at that 
time when they had no King. 

But notwithſtanding this' plain ſtate 
of the Caſe, and; 'as-I preſume to 
think, theſe nnanſwerable reaſons, the 
Old Tyrannical Doftrine had' {till a 
ſpreading root,” and tho' the common 
Senſe and Honeſty of the Nation, 
long provok'd, and almoſt undone 
by it, was ready to check the incou- 
ragements formerly given it, and blaſt 
its open growth, yet now It began to 
ſhoot forth its banefn] branches un- 
der the ſheltring diſtinction of a = 
DE FACTO., and a King DE FURE 
Of all the miſchievous Doctrines, that 
ever were topt upon a Nation by ho- 
ly Prieſtcraft, none ever ſtood more 
in need of Shelter. The Doctrines 
of Popery commit but ſlight depre- 
_— on the Liberties, and Proper- 
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ties of a People : but by. IMPERIAL 
LAWS controuling the Political, by 
quiet: Submiſſion to illegal Violence, 
they are, with a vengeance ſwept quite 
and clean away. Our comfort 15, that 
no. Parliament Men can poſlibly be- 
heve, that the People have no right 
to their Liberties, becauſe the People 
chuſe Knights, and Burgeſſes to defend 
their Liberties and Properties, and 
'twere the moſt difingenuous injuſtice 
in the World, for Gentlemen to ac- 
cept ſuch a Truſt, if they are of opi- 
nion, that the People are not right- 
fully poſſe(s'd of their Liberties and 
Properties : No Parliament Men can 
poſhbly believe, that King William 
1s only a King DE FACTO, becauſe 
it were the moſt Infamous Self-con- 
tradiction to joyn with a King to 
make Laws, in whom they did not 
own a right to give them a San&ion. 
Indeed when I look back on the be- 
ginning of this King's Reign. I call 
to mind thoſe things, which ſome- 
what amaze, and puzzle me. For 
who can take notice, without ſome 
extraordinary emotion, that any of 
the King's Chief Councellours ſhould 
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urge him not to inſiſt on his Title 
DE FURE, or that, when the own- 
ing him rightful and lawful my 
was ſtarted, and propos'd in the Houſe 
vf Commons, it ſhould be coldly re- 
ceived and rejected. For if the Kin 

ſhall not hold his Title to be D 

FORE, he muſt be an Enemy to his 
own quiet Pofſefhion, and if the 
Commons {ſhall not own him for their 
rightful and lawful King, they muſt 
needs look upon themſelves as Slaves, 
not Subjects, holding their Honours, 
Eſtates, and Intereſts precariouſly. For 
my part I cannot but concetve, that 
when the Lords and Commons in the 
Grand Convention , declared the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, King 
and Queen of Ezeland, &c. and ſetled 
the full and ſole exerciſe of Regal 
Power on the Prince, they made him 
their Lawful and Rightful King. They 
made him their Lawful and Rightful 
King, or they made him nothing. 
Can any Man think or talk ſo ab- 


{urdly, as that the Lords,” and Repre- - 


tentatives of the People choſe the 
Prince of Orange to the infamous ho- 
nour of anUlſurper anda Tyrant,pray- 


ing 
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ing him to play the Tyrant, and Ad- 
miniſter that Government, which he 
had no right to meddle with? or 
that, at one and the ſame time they 
own'd King James his right to governy 
them, and would not admit him to 
exerciſe that right > Theſe are abſurd 
Contradictions, which cannot conſiſt 
with the Honour and Wiſdom of 
Engliſh Senators. But whatever any 
Enemy of our Settlement may pretend 
was meant by the Convention, who 
made choice of the Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Orange to be King and Queen 


of England; &c. and of the Prince a- 


lone to. exerciſe the - Regal Power, 
this I ah {ne that the diſtinction of a 
King DE JORE, and a King DE 
FAC 70, IS il|-grounded, and miſ- 
chievous. _ 

1. It is uM -grounded. This di- 
ſtin&tion can be trac'd' no higher than 
Edw.the IV. and his firſt Parliament 
invented, and made uſe of it, not as 
a Szlvo, for the juſtification of any 
thing done by, and under the Kings 
of the Houſe of Lazcaſter, but in con- 
tra-diſtinCtion to a King DE FURE, 
and that Parliament did thereby de- 

note 
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note that they held a King in Poffeſ- 
ſion, to be a King falfly ſo calFd on- 
ly, and to have no right to the Alle- 
giance of the People. But our Ancient 
Common Lawyers, « BraFon, Forteſ- 
cue, &c. knew nothing of this di- 
ſtintion. A DE FACFO KING 
OF ENGLAND, according to 
their ſenſe of Words, is as perfect 
Nonſenſe and Contradiction, as ever 
was made uſe of, to illuſtrate the Ro- 
miſh Anti-evangelical Myſteries of 
Prieſtcraft. A KING DE FACTO 
is juſt as much as a Rightful and 
Lawful Uſurper, or a Mild and Gra- 
cious Tyrant. Our honeſt Ancient 
Lawyers were not wont to flatter 
Ambitious Princes with ſuch odd.and 
wickedly devis'd Diſtinctions, at the 
expence of their Countries Honour 
and Safety. A King, with them, was 
but of one ſort, Yiz. The Creature of 
the Law, The Ordinance of the-Peo- 
ple. The King, ſays BraFon, has a 
Superiour, God, alſo the Law, by which 
he is made King. A King is made, 
and ordaind, ſays Forteſcue, for the 
Defence, or Guardianſhip of the Laws 
of his Subjes, and of ther Bodies, 


and 


42 


The DoSrines which make for ws 


and Goods, wherennto he receiveth pow- 
er of his People. 

Let Kings therefore [| it is the mo- 
nition of BrxaFor temper their pow- 
er by tha Law, which is the Bridle of 
Power. Theſe Famons, and Learn- 


ed Lawyers would certainly . have 


thought it very ridiculous, that the 
Title ofa KING, fhould he deriv'd 
only from the Notion of a: Fatt ; and 
the Exerciſe of his Kingſhip made to 
confiſt in the Execution of the Impe- 
rial Law of his Will. Between ſuch 
a King as this, and a People, there 
can never be a good Underſtanding, 


bur they will be eternally at variance, 


for their Intereſts are diſtinct, and ſe- 
parate, and cannot but often happen 
to be directly contrary'to one another, 
F wifh the Clergy Advocates of Im- 
perial Power, would but well weigh 
the: reaſoning of. the Reverend. Mr. 
Hooker, a juſtly celebrated Writer. , 
and. I hope they will take his-Word, 
for more thats Ceremony. IT wilt 
Eranſcribe a- Paſlage;. they that like 
it not, let tha anfwer it. He: ſays, 
Fhut for awy' Prince, or Potextate oz 
Earth, of what: kinneb ſoever,” to exer- 


ciſe 
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ciſe Government, and not either by ex- 
preſs Commiſſion immediately, and per- 
ſonally receiv'd from God, or elſe by 
the Authority deriv'd at firſt from the 
conſent of the People, upon whom he 
impoſes Laws, is no*better than meer 
Tyranny, for Laws they are not, which 
Pol#tical Approbation hath not made ſo, 
but, approbation they only give, who 
perſonally declare their conſent, or by 
others in their Names, by right original- 
ly derivd from them, as in Parlia- 
ments, KC. 

But all of this Learned, Wiſe, and 
Good Man's order are not of his ex- 
cellent true Chriſtian Spirit, ſome of 
them, among thoſe that beſt under- 
ſtand this matter, in ſpight of Rea- 
{on, and common uſe of Speaking, 
will ſet themſelves up for {ſuch im- 
perious Dictators of Words, that the 
word King muſt needs ſignifie an Ab- 
ſolute Monarch. But what if it ſhould 
be admitted to ſignifie ſo ſometimes 
in ſome Countries, yet this 1s plain 
and undeniable, it does not fignifie 
ſo always, nor fo at all, in Ezg- 
land. 


he 
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The bare Word or Title KING 
does not diſtinſtly inform us, what 
Power belongs to him, that muſt be 
known by examining the Conftituti- 
on of the State, wherein he preſides. 
Perhaps ſome may object, that if a 
King has not an Abſolute Power, he is 
dignified with a name which does 
not -belong to him. But this 1s like 
all the reſt, a poſitive ſtroke of Ar- 
bitrary Philoſophy. Words fignifie 
43 cuſtom, and common conſent 
make them, there 15 nothing in the 
nature of Words themſelves, but that 


 TYRANT might have ſignified a 


Juſt, a Gracious Princz, a Father of 
his Country ; and KING, a faith- 
le(s crnel Tyrant, a Lewis, or a- 
"FAMes. 

The Gibberiſh of a KING DE 
FACTO, and the Cant of an IMPE- 
RIAL LAW, are of the ſame nature 
and deſign, levell'd at the two Nor- 
ahern, equal, and equally hated He- 
reſtes, the Proteſtant Religion, and 
Monarchy limited by Law. 

Mr. Johnſor obſerving how long, 
and how troubleſomely the Nation 


had been haunted with the Word 
DE 


LL cas 
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DE FACTO., out of pure kindneſs 
to his Countrymen try'd to lay the 
Goblin: but tho'.-he had exercis'd ma- 
ny a ſtubborn Devil in his time, nay 
once not only reſcued, and reſtord 
ſome poſleſs'd Creatures, :but thrown 
the very Devil | himſelf into flames, 
yet has he-not been able to lay this 
DE FACTO - Goblin. Perhaps 1 
ought. not to. pretend to-more pow- 
erful Charmes than he, however I will 
repeat the  Exorciſm, there may be 
ſomething in that: And who knows 
but 'tis towards day-break with the 
Common People, if they once begin 
to diſcern the Prieſtcraft, and State- 
craft of the diſtinction, a little mat- 
ter will rid all King WILLIAMS 
Dominions of the Mzſcheivous Phan- 
Tom. 

The plain Engliſh of a KENG 
DE FACTO is of, or from Fact, 
or Deed. A KING DE FACTO 
muſt denote one, that by the means 
of ſome Fact, or Deed, is denomina- 
| ted a KING. DE FACTO in 
{ contradiſtinftion to DE FURE im- 
| plies an unrighteous forcible, . an ille- 
gal violent At, A KING DE 
FACTO 
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FACTO then is a falſe King, a 
wrong King, a King who carries 
Uſurpation, and Tyranny in his very 
Title. A King ſo far remov'd from 
Rightful and Lawful, that he has not, 
no, not a right by Law, unleſs the 
Law of his Sword ; - a King that 
has no right to govern the People, 
but the People a very good one to 
take away his DE FACTOSHIP 
from him. But there is nothing in 
this falſe, and diſhonourable Title of 
a King DE FACTO, that can be 
afhix'd to King WILLIAM, with- 
| out the moſt impudent and malicious 
injuſtice : tho more of it, than the 
Advocates of the late King are well a- 
ware of, really agrees to their Abdica- 
tour. 

If they who adminiſtred the Coro- 
nation Oath to the late King - left out 
the Proviſion in the Ancient Oath, 
for the Peoples enjoying St. Edward's 
Laws, and added a ſpecial clauſe in 
favour of the Clefgy's, Canonical Pri- 
viledges; if they clogg'd the pro- 
miſe of ſecuring the Civil Rights of 
the Nation with a Salvo for Kingly 
Prerogative, then we may ſafely __ 

| that 
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that the late King was no more than a 
King DE FACTO trom the ve- 
ry firſt, and all rhe Oaths that were 
made to him, are of no Obligation, 
he not being the Perſon he was taken 
for. But ſuppoſing that the late King 
did oblige himſelf by folema Oath 
co Govern accorcing to Law, with- 
out any unrighteous Omiſiton, Additi- 
on or Salvo; yet when he notoriouſly 
violated that ſacred Oath, by clatming 
an imperial arbitrary Power, above 
and contrary to Law, and by exerci- 
ſing the ſame in very many, and thoſe 
the moſt dangerous Inſtances that could 
be, then he diſclaimed all the Legal 
Title he could ever be ſuppoſed to have 
had, tho' he continued indeed but too 
long afterwards a King De Fatlo, a 
King in Poſſeſſion doing all the deſpight 
he could to our Old Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion, and our Holy Reform'd Reli- 
g10N. 

But this falſe and diſhonourable Ti- 
tle of a King de fads [as I ſaid juſt 
now] canaot be aftix'd to King Willians 
without the moſt impudent and mali- 
clous lojuſtice ; for he came over upon 
the earneſt Sollicitation of Lords 
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Spiritual and Temporal and other Sub- 
jects of all Ranks, to deliver the Nati- 
on from Popery and Slavery : To this 
purpoſe he declar'd himſelt in Words, 
the Truth of which was clear enough 
from matter of fad, for the Forces he 
brought over with him were propor- 
tion'd to the Deſign of Relief and Af- 
fiſtance, nor of Invaſion and Conqueſt. 
He took not on him the Adminiſtratt- 
on of Affairs for a time, but at the Re- 
queſt of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral aſſembled in the Houle of Lords, 
and of thoſe Parliament Men that had 
{erv'd in the Reign of- Charles IT. be- 
ing aſſembled in the Houſe of Commons: 
and at the meeting of the Convention 
he gxve up that Truſt, which had been 
conmitted to him but for a time, and 
and lett it to the Convention to lay 
ſuch a Foundation for the Security of 
their Religion, Laws andLiberties,as they 


themſelves ſhould think good. It was 


never yet objected to him by his moſt 
inveterate Enemies, that by any AQs- 
of Force, or Arts of Corruption, he 
engd:avour'd to work on the Members 
of either Houſe to labour his own Ad- 
vancement : But that was the free Ele- 

Ction 
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&ion of the Majority, after long De- 
bates and Conſuitations on other Expe- 
dients: He did not lay violent hands 
on the Crown, but only accepted it 
when ofter'd, and upon the Conditions 
ofter'd with it. 

It is a Truth undeniably maniſeſt, 
that King Wi/zam did not purchaſe ro 
himſelf rhe Title of a King by any 
Fatt of his own, fave that by his Ver- 
rue and his Merit he recommended 
himſelf to the Community, and their 
Choice it was that made Imm King, 
that's the Fact and Deed he claims by, 
and 'tis the moſt Righteous and Law- 
tul that can be, without a Maracle, 
which I think the Jure D:zvano Doctors 
do not pretend that we ought to wait 
tor, that for we may have a lawful 
King. 

The Eletion of the Prince of Orange 
to ſupply the Vacancy of the Throne 
gives him as Rightful and Lawful a Ti- 
tle, as the Eleftion of any Communt- 
ty ever gave to the firſt elected King. 
There's nothing in the nature of a King 
De Fatto, but King William has ſhown 
his abhorrence of it ; when he took the 
D 2 Oath, 
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Oath, together with the Crown offer'd 
him by the Scorch Commailſioners, he 
demurr'd at one dubious Expreſlion, 
and call'd Witneſſes that he did not 1n- 
rend by it to oblige himſelt to be a Per- 
ſecutor, as if he had ſaid, He would 
not be obliged by any means, to Go- 
vern in any Inſtances as a Tyrant, he 
would be no other than a Legal King, 
In ſhort, if the Choice ot a People, 
whoſe King has broke the Original 
Contract, and will not govern by Law, 
but be the Law himſelf, or nothing ; 
if this Choice cannot create a Righttul 
and Lawful King, then the Fault muſt 


be ia the Office ; but if the Office has 


no Fault in it, and it has none that I 
know of, I am ſure there is no Flaw in 
the preſent Poſſeſior's Title. Ir is im- 
poſſible that every Member of the 
Community ſhould be pleas'd with the 
Settlement of the Crown: but if a 
Party think much to be concluded by 
the Votes of the Majority, they ought 
to withdraw their Perſons trom this 
Kingdom thus fetled contrary to their 
likings, and ſeek out ſome Country 
where Government is model'd more to 


their Mind : For while they ſtay _ 
an 
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and queſtion the Right of King W74i- 
am, What do they but ridicule and re- 
proach their own At? In their Sup- 
poſition, that they have ſet up a King 
DE FACTO, and no more, they 
ſuppoſe that they have given a Man 
Authority to play the Tyrant and do 
Miſchief, they ſuppoſe that they have 
made Slaves of themſelves, and gi- 
ven away their Liberties and Proper- 
_ ties, they ſuppoſe they have done all 
that againſt their own Intereſt, which 
they were angry that the late King at- 
tempted to do : They will never vin- 
dicate their Honour, unleſs they re- 
nounce their Diſtin&ion, which I have 
prov'd ill grounded, I will next ſhow 
the miſchievous Conſequences of it. 


The miſchievous Conſequences of it 
are theſe : 


[. It leſſens the Honour of the King. 
This Diſtintion was reviv'd in the firſt 
Infancy of our preſent Settlement, by 
{ome diſappointed Perſons, who, when 
they found they could not ſerve their 
turns of the Prince of Orange, [whom 


with humble Supplications they had 
D 3 called | 
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calld in to their reſcue from Poper 


_ and Slavery ] nor prevent his Eletion 


to the Crown, prelum'd that they 
ſhould take from him, by Artifice, 
that which was confirm'd upon him 
[ maugre all their Oppoſition ] by 
Law. 
It would have pleas'd them well, to 
have been ſcreen'd from the Tyranny 
of King James, and protected in their 
Tyranny over their Brethren ; but 
miſſing their point there, they thought 
they might ſafely reſtore the Divine 
Right to their late King, who could 
no longer hurt them; and as for the 
new ele&ed Succeſſor, who ſeem'd not 
made to ſerve their Party-intereſt, be- 
fore all things elſe, he ſhould be to 
them bur as an Uſurper, not have more 
than the empty Name of a King. De 
Fatto, and De Jure nick'd this Contri- 
vance to an hair, impair'd the Fame of 
their envied Deliverer, and gave them 
theraviſhing Hopes of having their old 
Maſter again upon their own Terms. 
They con!d not have ſtarted, had 
they ſtudied for it, a more miſchievous 
Reproach than this againſt their gene- 
rous Deliverer ; for thus they charg'd 
_ tus 
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his honeſt and well aim'd Declarations 
with want of Truth and Sincerity, they 
rob'd his heroick Actions of their Ct- 
vic Garland, they plunder'd his happy 
Succeſſes of much of the juſt Welcom 
and Eſteem, which was due to them 
from every free-born Engliſh-man. 

Every diſſatisfied Perſon that reviles 
the King's Honour with this illegal De 
Fafo Title, Aſſaſſinates his glorious 
Fame, and comes but little behind [if *© 
he does not exceed nor equal] a Granvit, 
Friend or Perkins. 

We have reaſon to believe that our 
glorious King William values his honou- 
rable Fame more than his Life ; his ho- 
nourable Fame may laſt thro many 
Apes, his Life cannot ; the Nation in- 
deed is moſt concern in his Lite, Po- 
ſterity in his Fame : But we ought to 
be tender of the laſt, for they who hold 
him but a King De Fatto, appear by 
their common Diſcourſes very tender 
even of the Fame of his murderous Af- 
faſfines, what little Stains a Brace of thoſe 
Miſcreants had contraCed, are thought 
to have been done away by a 7rium- 
virate of Abſolvers. I ſhould be glad to 
{ce that Aﬀront to the Government re- 
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proved by other Arguments, beſides 
what our Reverend Teachers uſe. The 
Uncanonicalueſs and Uurubricalueſs of 
the bold Deed, not but that it might 
be Uncanonical and Unrubrica] too, 
for ought I know ; - but I will ſwear 
that the Publick Ablolution of Tray- 
tors, who are not pretended to have 
declar'd their Sorrow for that devillih 
Treaſon which brought them to ' the 
Gallows, no, not ſo much as in the 
Ear of the Abſolver, was a more im- 
pudent piece of Roguery, than ever 
was committed by the Gown, in the 
Face of the Sun , with a Reverend 
Grace and Solemnity. I am afraid I 
digreſs, but I hope I am within the 
Purlues of the Foreſt. 

[c is the Diſtin&tion of De Fado and 
De Fare which I am to arraign, and [ 
charge it ro be Miſchievous, becauſe it 
leſſens the Honour of the King, it 
draws King WILLITA M's Picture 
roo like that of Ring James ; ' there's 
Difference enough, let but an ordinary 
Painter have the Shadowing it, be- 
tween a Tyrant that will not be limited 
by Law, and a Rightful King who pre- 
rends ro no Power but what the Law 
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gives him. Between the ſternneſs of 
the one awing the Poor Scholars of 
Maudlin, and' the Martial heat of the 
other forcing proud Boufflers out of 
Namar. 

It ought not to be forgot, that this 
DE FACTO injury to King WIL- 
LlIlAM's Honour, is an inſtance of un- 
paralell'd ingratitude, for he ventur'd 
Life, and Fortunes for the Deliverance 
_ of our enthrall'd Nation, and that, up- 
on the humble requeſts of the Chief 
of thoſe very Men, who now requite 
him, with this Wicked, Shameful, and 
lograteful Diſtinftion. 

One would think 1t was not poli- 
tickly done of them, as 1t 1s plain, 
was not done honeſtly; for, who 
would ſerve their intereſt another time, 
if this be their way of Teſtifying their 
Senſe of the Obligation 2 They are a 
Generation difficult, and hard to be 
pleas'd, and poflibly it 'were eaſier to 
teaca them their Duty, and make 
them Subſcribe to RIGHTFUL AND 
LAWFUL KING, than to gratifie all 
their Pretenſions, for, whether they 
know it or no, the honeſt Engliſh Men, 
who were enough to carry it, for the 
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Eleion of King WI LLIAM to 
ſupply the vacant Throne, are enough 
to defend his Right, and eſtabliſh his 
Throne, maugre all their reſtleſs en- 
deavours to ſupplant him. 


H. As their malevolent diſtinftion 
leſſens the honour of the King, fo it 
weakens the Government. Unto a 
King DE FACTO only, there 1s no 
eſteem, no Thanks, no Allegiance due. 
We may admire a difficult, and great 
Atchievment, but it muſt be a Vers- 
tuous, Honeſt, and Beneficent, which 
wins our Eſteem, and Love ; we muſt 
be the better for it, if it deſerves our. 
thanks, we muſt have paid our thanks 
in giving the Hero the Right of a King 
or he can have no juſt claim to our 
Allegiance. 

Some Men teachy (and pretend the 
Authority of .the Church of England 
for it, but therein they wrong their 
holy Mother) that Allegiance 1s due 
to ſucceſsful Uſurpers, and that Provi- 
dence, together with fucceſs, grants 
them that Authority, which the Pco- 
ple ought to obey for Conſcience 


lake. 
When 
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When an unhappy intereft with-holds 
us from profeſſing our aſſent to an e&- 
vident Truth, we are many times 
. tempted to profeſs, and defend an 
evident and ſhametul untruth: So it 


iS in the caſe before us. The De fatto 


Men refuſing to own the rightful, and 
lawful Title of King WILLIAM, 
are forc'd to ſay that Allegiance is due 
to Uſurpers, for well they know, 
ſhould they purſue their Principle as 
far as it would carry them, they could 
have no pretence at all to his pro- 
tection; beſides, open and declar'd 
enmity againſt the Government un» 
der King WILLIAMs Adminiſtra- 
tion, was too much 1n all conſcience 
to be endur'd. Hence they found it 
requiſite to labour to perlwade the 
King, that they were obligd to obey 
him, tho' he had no right to govern 
them. "Twas a ſtrange Paradox this, 
ſo very firange, that, had they not 
been endued with the uncommon wit, 
. and bouldneſs of guilding and varniſh- 
ing it at the expence of :the honour of 


God Almighty, they had made bold 


with the honour of the King to very 
little purpoſe. 
But 
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But it is my buſineſs to waſh off the 


guilt and varniſh, and ſhow the odd 


Paradox naked, that no Conſciencious 
weak mind be cheated thereby here- 
after. | 

They would perſwade the King, 
that they were obligd to obey him, 
tho' he had no right to govern them. 
This is pretended, firſt to have been 
the Opinion of ſome of the beſt Law- 
yers of former days, and Inſtance is 
ofter'd in Sir Edw. Coke, the Judges in 
Baggett's Caſe, the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hales, and the Lord Chief Baron 
Bridgman. But the Lord Chief Juſtice \_. 


Hales for what he ſays, quotes Sir Ed. 


Coke only, againſt Sir Edw. Coke's Au- 
thority. many things are obvious, be- 
ſides that it ſtands ſingly on Baggezt's 
Caſe ; the Parliament Roll recited in 
that Caſe, is pointed diretly againſt 
what Sir Edw. Coke is ſuppos'd to have 
aſſerted; Lord Chief Baron Bridgman 
has faid nothing in favour, but much 
againſt the Paradox. For a fair and 
full illuſtration of theſe particulars, I 
refer to the Review of Dr. Sherlock's 
Caſe of Allegiance, Printed in the Year 
L691. | | | 
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As our Law 1s not chargeable with 
fo fooliſh and unrighteous an injunCtion, 
as that, which requires obedience to 
Kings in poſſeſſion, Kings falſely fo 
call'd, who have no right to govern ; 
ſo much leſs is it to be defended: from 
the words of Holy Scripture. Bur as 
it ſometimes happens in other Caſes, 
ſo in this, where Men have the leaſt 
reaſon for it, there they put the great- 
eſt truſt. 

There is not a Text in the Bible 
which commands Obedience to Ty- 
rants or Ulurpers, The Scope of the 
places, and the evident reaſon of things 
all along evinces, that the Kings, Ma- 
giſtrates, and other Superiours, whom 
we are commanded to obey, have a 
lawful Authority to govern. Yet by 
artifice, and dextrous ſhifting the Sails, 
our De fatto Men hope to weather 
the point. 

Their method is, to refer all events 
to the over-ruling diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence ; ſo as if Providence left nothing 
to the free will of Man. 

Indeed if it were the poſitive Wlll 
of God, that Ambitious Men ſhould 


graſp Sceptres, and Arbitrarily Lord 
it 
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it over cheated or conquer'd People, 
then we ought to obey Tyrants, and 
Uturpers for Confcience-ſake, but then 
the Argument would prove too much, 
for fuch Ambitious Men being the Mi- 
nifters of God's Providence, and exe- 
cuting only what he would have them, 
they ought not to be called T'yrants 
and Ulurpers, they have according to 
this reaſoning, from Providence, a 
lawful Tittle. But the Sophiſtry, in 
this way of arguing from Providence, 
ts plainly diſcover'd, and refuted by 
diſtinguiſhing between the Will, and 
the Permiſſion of God Almighty, When 
thoſe things, that ought to be done 
and which are juſt and good, are done, 
then the Will of God is complied with ; 
when contrary things are done, then the 
Will of God is reſiſted, and oppos'd, for 
as Dr. Sherlock has excellently obſerv'd, 
We are to learn our duty from the law 
of God, not from his Providence ; the 
Providence of God will never juſtify any 
attion which his Law forbids. 

Let me add, nor can we, without 
the higheſt impicty, aforibe an unlaw- 
ful ation, to his over-ruling influence; 
he does not fo much as give leave W 
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the attempts of Ambitious Men, he is 
not pleas'd with Ulurpation and Ty- 
ranny, and therefore 1t 15 impoſſible 
for him to require, that Obedience be 
paid to Ulurpers and Tyrants. 

God, for many wiſe Reaſons, per- 
mits the Afﬀairs of the World to go 


on, as they are mov'd by the force of 
Natural Cauſes, thence it comes to 


paſs ; that Crafr, and Cruelty often 
prevail over Right, and Innocence : 
But God. has not made the misfortunes 
of honeſt Men their Duty; neither 
Reaſon, nor Revelation forecloles them, 
trom uſing the lawful means to free 
themſelves from Oppreſton and Sla- 
very. 

When the Calviniſts are charg'd 
with making God the Author of Sin, 
they commonly anſwer, that the Di- 
. vine Decrees do indeed neceſlitate eve- 
ry Action, taken materially, not for- 
mally ; I acknowledge this Diſtinion, 
to be an empty nominal diſtin&ion, 
not containing any ſound reaſon to in- 
validate the heavy charge brought a» 


gainſt them ; But however, it ſhowes 


that the Men have ſome modeſty, for, 
whatever may be the Conſequence of 
their 


62 The Dodtrines which make for 


their Do&rines, which they pretend 
not to ſee, they. will not charge God 
ſo fooliſhly, as to ſay, in dire terms, 
that he is the-Author of Sin ; But the 
Defenders of the De fafo Notion aps 
plied to King WILLIAM, are not a- 
fraid to make God the Author of Ulſur- 
pation. They Blaſphemouſly affirm , 
That Alegtance is due, not to legal 
Right only, but to the Authority of God 
who ſets up Kings, without any regard 
to legal Right, or humane Laws. 

It there be any Doctrine which 
more than another deſerves to be call'd 
a Dodtiine of Devils, it muſt be this, 


which boldly flies in the Face of God 


himſelf, and in downright terms pro. 
claims, that the Judge ot all the World 
does wrong. The publiſhing and de- 
fending ſuch Notions as this, natural- 
ly tends to promote all flagitious and 
unjuſt attempts, and thereby to bring 
Confuſion and Ruin upon a Natli- 
on 


The Great God has a juſt Authori- 
ty over all Men, for He made them; 
they ought to obey him, for his com- 
mands are juſt, when he expoſtulates 
with Diſobedient Sinners, he appeals 
to 
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to them, whether his Laws are not 
reaſonable. He gives none but reaſona- 
ble commands, but to obey Ulurpers 
and Tyrants is not reaſonable, nor any 
command ot his. 

The ſucceſs of Ambitious Ulurpers 
1s not promoted by any favourable 
aſſiſtance from Heaven ; but, ivonly 
the conſequence of the Wit, Vigour, 
and induſtry of thoſe Ulurpers, the 
Almighty permiting, and leaving the 
courſe of things to the force of Natu- 
ral Cauſes. It is a moſt impious 
thought ro imagin, that the Righre- 
ous God ſhould require us to be aid- 
ing, and afliſting to wicked Ulurpati- 
ons. It might as well be thought, that 
he ſhould bid us disobey lawiul Pow- 
ers, as bid us to obey Ulurpers. In 
ſhort, even the De fatto Men them- 
ſelves have granted all this, in their 
© Ditcourſes of God and Providence, 
when they have not had a By-cauſe to 
ſerve. 

What I have now meation'd and 
cenſur'd, was all, which for ſome 
while, Envy and Ingratictude againſt 
our Glorious Deliverer, and Rightful 


King, could advance in behalf ot that 
E ſhame- 
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ſhameful Paradox—— which requires 
Allegiance to be paid to a ſucceſsful 
Ulurper, a King DE FACTO, who 
has no right to govern. 

But when it was obſerv'd, that nei- 
ther our Law-Books, nor Bibles, by 
all the artful application of il|-aft. ed 
Lawyers, and Prieſts, could be per- 
ſwaded to ſpread a ſheltring Umbrage 
over that ſhameful Paradox of theirs, 
which the denial of King WILLIAM's 
Right forc'd them to deviſe, ſome 
more refin'd Philoſophers, w ith a par- 
ticular Court-like Addri$, thought to 
ſave its Credit. The Throne ( ſay 
they ) being fill'd, [no matter how] 
we are protected by iu, and the bene- 
fit of Prote&tion requires the recipro- 
cal duty of Obedience. By this one 
Argument, they would have us bes» 


lieve, that all Differences may be com- 


promiz'd, their Conſciences 1av'd, and 
the Government in no danger. 

But by their Favour, rtho' perhaps 
their Conſciences may ſhifc well, e- 


nough, come what will; yet [ think - 
the Government cannot be ſafely ven- 


turd upon their gratitude, we have 
had ſo many Plots, and Trayterous 
COr- 


tated, 
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Correfpondencies of Diſcontented Men, 
who were not” ogly proteted, bur 


ſome of them trufied, and honour'd ; 


that there's no avoiding luch a ſuſpici- 
ous thought. 

But to ſpeak cloſe to their Argu- 
ment; They make poſleſſion of che 
Throne, rho' obtain'd by bloody, and 
violent Miſchiefs, the ſame thing as 
ProteQion'; to an Ulurper's: Admini- 
{tration they give the name of a:Be- 
nefit, and to ſuch a Violent Benefir 
obtruded upon Men againſt their wills, 
they would have Obedience paid, as 
Duty. More Abſurdities cannot well 
be crowded into fo few words. A vi- 
olent Poſleſiour is like to give but an 
odd fort of Prote&tion to them, who 


do not uphold his violent Poſſeſſion; - 


as far as they are able; his dealing 
co all but the Friends of his Ufurpa- 
tion will look more like Tyranny 
than Protection, and muſt more pro- 
perly be called an Injury than a Be- 
nefir. 

' A violent Poſſeſſor does, by his firlf 
unjuſt Violence a prefent great Injury, 
to all them on whom he impoles his 


Yoke ; and how ſhould they expe. 
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any future Benefit from him ? For, by 


his Ufurpation, they are depriv'd cf all 
Right to claim, or expe it by any 
Obligation of Laws, or claim of Ju- 
ſtice ; what they ſhailahance>to meet 
with of that kind, they mult have from 
his uncontin'd Will and arbitrary Pow- 
er, which is a very Capricious and For- 
ruitous thing. 

Are we oblig'd to obey a Prince, 
whom not our Law, but his own 
Might advanc'd over us? Then it 
mult be his Might that obJiges us, and 


the Obedience which we pay, is Obe- 
\ dience per Force, Obedience falſly fo 


call'd, in truth, it is no more Obedt- 
ence than Poſtetlion 1s Protection, and 
Governing us whither we will or no, a 
Benefit ; true Obedience 1s from choice, 
and always paid for res] and vaſuable 
Conſiderations. The due Allegiance 
of SubjeQts is paid for the Enjoy ment of 
Life, Liberty and Property, defended 
by ſuch Laws as the Subjects have con- 
ſented to, the Execution of which Laws 
is committed to his Truſt, who is by 
due Courſe of Law made their Gover- 
nor, under what high CharaQer or Ti 
tle ſoeyer. 


He 
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He thar 1s advanc'd to the Throne 
by due courſe of Law and Conſent of 
the People, becomes a King De FJure, 
a Rightful and Lawful King, and to 
him Obedience is really due ; for, from 
his legal Poſſeſſion, we have a real and 
not an imaginary Benefit under his Go- 
vernment ; we have a ProteGion from 
certain and known Laws, not from un- 
certain and unknown Will and Pow- 
cr, 
From this plain and clear ſtate of the 
Caſe it appears, That our refin'd Philo- 
ſophers in their neat Argument are guil- 
ty of a wiltul or weak Miſtake in put- 
ting one Word for another, in calling 
violent Poſſeſſion Prote&ion, an Inju- 
ry , a Benefit, Suffering Obedience : 
Whether I ſhould call it a wilfil or 
weak Miſtake, I know not, for 'tis not 
plain to me which they value moſt, 
their Wit, or Honeſty, but a manifeſt 
Miſtake it is, and will not paſs upon 
the Nation, unleſs they who take ſuch 
pains to dreſs things in Diſguifes, hd 
that Command in Rhetorical Sophiſtry 
which the old Declamators at 4thens {o 
valued themſelves upon, pretending to 
be able to make the worſt Cauſe look 
E 3. well 
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well z vnleſs they could by artificial 
{fiudied Words, and Strains of Wig, 
make the People eſteem it as great a 
Benefat to live in the Apprehenfion and 
ExpeQtation of being Slaves, as in che 
Condition of Subjets ; unleſs they 
could by wheedling Amuſements, per- 
ſaade them, that their Lives, Liberties 
and Propertics are as ſafe under uncon- 
tronled and Arbitrary Power, as under 
a Power limited by thoſe Laws, which 
they themiclves had a thare in Ma- 
king. | 
1n ſhort, if this be good Reaſoning, 
he that fills a Throne, tho' he has no 


_ right to fill it, ' does, by filling i it, gue 


Protection to the Pe: ple ;' and by go 
verning them without their Conlent, 
beſtows a Benefit upen them, 1n return 
for which .they are*oblig'd ro obey 
him : Then Thieves that break open 
2 Houle, and ſpare the Lives'of the 
Fanny, may be ſaid to give them Pro- 
tection, and in diſpoſing the Goods at 
thcir own Pleaſure, to beſtow a Bene. - 
fit on the trye Owners, and what the 
Owners ſuffer under ſuch. a Terror, 
may be called Obedience : Nay, accor- 
_ to theſe Meaſures, the Man that 
OS is 
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is hang'd may be faidto pay Obedience, 
ard he that truſſes him up, right or 
wtohg, is his Ruler De Fatto. 
The Preachers of Paſſive Obedience 
made it their Buſirieſs to abuſe the Peo- 
ple with a very pernicious falſe Do- 
rine, but they gave it a proper, agree- 
able, and true Name; for, the plain 
ſignification of Paſſive Obedience is, 
Suffering, Attual Suffering, Irremedia» 
ble Suffering : With a bareiace it teach- 
es, that if-we reccive no manner of Pro- 
teQion or Benefit by the Laws of the 
Land, but on the contrary , are de- 
priv'd of our Libertics and Properties, 
yet we muſt ſubmit and ſuffer : But 
the Authors of the Argument which I 
am reproving, arepleas'd to call Suffer- 
ing, Obedience ; the one would enſlave 
us by a confident baying of Relighn, 
the other by a-ſubtle miſuſe of ſeeming 
Reaſon. 2 
I have provd in General, that the 
diſftinQion of a King De Fure and De 
Fatto, as applied to King William, weak- 
ens the Government. I will now exem- 
plify the ſame in ſome Particulars. 


E 4 I. They 
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I. They that do not believe King 
William to be their King De Fare, 4. e. 
their True and Lawful King, are not 
Jike to bear true Faithand Allegiance to 
him. They have no Motive, no Temp- 
tation to induce them : If they bear 
true Faith and Allegiance to a King, in 
their Opinion, an - Ulurper, they muſt 
contradict the Principles which . Gud 
and Nature have implanted in them, 
they muſt croſs their own preſent Iacli- 
nations without the Proſpect of a ſu- 
ture Advantage. Ir is as much as ever 
our Preachers can do, to keep Men 


| from indulging their preſent Inclinati- 


ons by the Hopes of a Recompence 
hereafter ; but 'rwould puzzle all their 
Eloquence to perſuade them to this, 
when the Inſtance 1s not a moral Adti- 
on fit to be done, nor any thing to be 

got by it 
The wonderful and unreaſonable 
Confidence of thoſe Jacobizing Au- 
thors, who would perſuade their Rea- 
ders, that Allegiance ought to be paid 
to a King, whom they believe to have 
no Right to require it, made me with 
2 
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a ſtrit Thoughtfulneſs confider, on 


what Bottom they could pretend to 
ground the Obligation ; but Bottom 
could I find none, fave that from the 
Chriſtian Precept of loving Enemies, a 
merry Man might make a Jeſt on't. 
By the way, this moſt difficult of Chri- 
ſtian Precepts, had been recommended 
to the World before our Bleſſed Ma- 
ſter's Time, by wiſe Heathens, Grotzus 
in his Book De Per. Rel. Chriſtiane, 
quotes ſeveral, but no wiſe Heathen or 
Chriſtian, ever explain'd that Precept 
ſo far, as to exact the Payment of good 
Offices to an Enemy at the Expence of 
the juſt Rights of a Friend, or Allegt- 
ance to an arbitrary King in Poſſeſſion, 
to the Wrong of the lawful King un« 
happily diſpolleſs'd : And I am of Opt- 
nion, that the Conſideration of this, or a 
leſs juſtifiable cauſe mov'd a goodDottor 


to mince the matter thus : Ut z our Du- 


ty to pray for the King in Poſſeſjon, 
while we take care to do it in ſuch 
terms, as not to pray againſt the diſpoſ- 
ſeſs d Prince, Which is as much as to 
ſay, We may pray that God would do 
ſuch a King ſome {mall Perſonal Kind- 

neſſes 
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neſſes, or fo ; but not to diſcomfit his 
Enemies, or eſtabliſh bis Throne, and 
this juſtifies my Poſition, That they 
who do hot believe King Wifiam to be 
their King De Jure, are not like to 
bear him true Faith and Allegiance ; we 
have but too long ſeen the Effefts of 

, the Do@or's Caution, one while many 
were contented to pray for King Wil;- 
an only from the Desk in appointed 
Fortins, they abſtain'd from mentioning 
his Natne in the Pulpit; the moſt 
thought it enovghin General Terms to 
pray God to be Gracious to King W:1- 
liam ; not one of a hundred at this Day 
dares protiourice him Rightfal and Law- 
fol King; rhey will, 'tis true, not 
grudge to call him the King that God 
has fer over them ; but that's an ob- 
lique Reflexion, for, the ſame is their 
Phraſe alfo tor an Uſurper. 

The queſtioning KingW;iam's Title, 
was always the profeſs dCabſe of the Re- 
fafal 6f Swearing to bear Faith and true 
Alegtance to hitm. Indeed the above 
mention'd Dodor was pleas'd totelt che 
Nation, That be did not refaſe the Oaths 
out of any Pondneſs for the Grotrament 
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of King James, nor Zeal for his Return: 
But I am confident he did not refule 
them out af any Perſuaſion of the 
Right of King William, nor Zeal for 
his Etablahmeant ; in Truth, his Refy- 
fal of the Oaths, was a plain Declarg- 
tion of his Senſe 8sgainfi King Williaw's 
Right ; but when he took the Oaths, 
then to infinuate that King Wi/;aw bed 
no Legal Right — bic nigre ſuccus ſo- 
liginu, bac eff erugo mera. Yet this 
DoQor is a Saint, in Compariſon with 
that Loyal Rector , who cſlay'd to 
prove, that notwithſtanding his Oath 
to King William and Queen Mary, he 
had not put himſelf out of a Capacity 
to perform what he ſwore to the late 
Kiog : Which makes it plain rhat they 
who are not perſuaded of King Will- 
am's Rightful Title, cannot be willing 
to give him, no, not their Oaths, unleſs 
it be for the better Opportunity to be- 
tray him. Tn ſhort, I would ſooner 
hope to find an Atheiſt, zealous to pro- 
mote the praCtiſe of Vertue and Piety, 
than that the Government under King 
William ſhould be rightly ſerv'd, by 
thoſe that are perſuaded of the Right 
of the late King. ' ' When 
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When: the late King ſent Forces a- 
gainſt rhe late Duke of Monmouth he 
was in the right, not to put his truſt 
in the County Troops, for he look'd 
upcn many of them to have no opt- 
nion of his Title, but rather to think 
well of the cauſe of the Invader. 

'Tis the ordinary Policy of every 
Tyrant to oppreſs his own People 
with Mercenary Foreigners, or ſuch 
Subjects of his own, as are Souldiers, 
who have nothing but Fortune, and 
his Bounty to truſt to; 'twere as 
fooliſh to go about to ſuppreſs them 
by ether Inſtruments, as 'tis wicked to 
oppreſs them at all. 

Perhaps a hungry Lawyer may 
plead for his Fee againſt his Conſci- 
ence, but a lover of his Country wall 
not be the Chief Juſtice of an Arbitra- 
ry Monarch. 


IT. They that do not believe King 
WILLIAM to be their Rightul 
and Lawful King, are bound in Con- 
ſcience to endeavour to diſpoſſeſs 


him. 


I know 
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I know there be ſome Caſuiſts, who 
contend earneſtly, that an Erroneous 
Conſcience does not oblige a Man to 
follow it ; in proof of- their Negative, 
they muſter many Zealous, and tome 
Witty Pl-adings, proper to amule, 
and entcrtain one ſort of Readers, but 
no Man can be convinced by them. 
For God gave us Conſcience to be our 
Guide, and Nature will have us to 
follow it, whether in the doing good 
or evil, I prove it by this plain Rea- 
ſon ——if we are not obligd to obey 
an Erroneous Conſcience, then we 
are not oblig'd to obey a riglit and 
well perſwaded Conſcience, for the 
Erroneous Conſcience thinks it ſelf in 
the right, as well as the Conſcience 
that both thinks ſo, and is ſo. A Man 
who is Erroneouſly perſwaded in Mo- 
ral Matters cannot but fin ; he fins in 
following his Erroncous Conſcience, 
when it prompts him to an Immoral 
Action, becauſe by the Word of God, 
and Right Reaſon, he might have in- 
form'd his Conſcience better : He fins 
moſt audaciouſly when he as againſt 


his Conſcience, becauſe he thinks 1t-his 
Duty 
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Duty to obey it. Biſhop Taylor tex” 
ches, That it is a greater fin to do a 
200d Acton againſt our Conſcience, 
than to-do an evil Aton in obedience 
to-it, The Example he brings anfwers 
exactly but to- one part of tis Rule , 
but comes near the other, and leads to 
our purpoſe. © Fryar Clement the Fa- 
« cobine thinks Erroneoufly, that it is 
* lawful to kill his King : The: poor 
* Damoſel Faacerte thinks it unſawful 
* to ſpit i} the Church; but it hap- 
« pen'd, that one day ſhe did- it a- 
« oajaſt her CSnſcience ; and the'Fry- 
« ar one' day with his Conſcience and 
«2 long Knife killd the King. If 
<« the Queſtion be here who finn'd 
« moſt, the diſparity is next to infi- 
& nite; the poor Woman .was to' be 
< chidden- for doing againft her Con- 
* ſcience, and the other to- be hang'd 
<« for doing} according. to his. Thus 
ſay I, thoſe Aſſafines deſerve to be 
hang'd who-attempt to kill, and thoſe 
alſo who conſult, and labour to diſ- 
polſleſs our Rightful and Lawful King: 
WILLIAM; but white with an 
Erroncous Conſcience, they _ 

in 
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him to. be only King DE FACTO, & e. 
a falſe King, but a real Uſurper, I do 
not ſee how they can avoid Zreafes, 
and the danger of the- Gallows, Naw, 
bleſs us! and deliver us ! Some Eriends 
of the Party may. ſay, from fo. barba- 
rous Dogrine as this. What / Hang 
Men for obeying their Conſciences 2 
and doipg what in theix Circumſtan- 
ces they could not avoid. But to & 
bate their Wonder, and let them into: 
the cruel Myſtery, I reply, it is but a 
Juſt, Reaſonable,, and Neceilary' Do» | 
&rine ; for why ſhould their- Conſci> 
ences diſturb our Settlement, and: en- 
danger the Life of our King, They: 
ſhould labour to- inform: thein Conſcr- 
ences. better, or carry. them, to fone 
other Country, where: our Govern+ . 
ment, and. the Life of, our King, may 
be as fafa from:the treacherous prafti- 
ces of their Confciences,, as theiv Con- 
ſciences from, the Juſt, and but roo. 
ſlow, Veogeagce-of the: Government; 
For,, as Mr.. Joknfex told:them: long a- 
goe, He ought net ta. live under any- 
Government, who refuſes to give it the- 
cuſtomary and legal caution, 


They 
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They ſhall put you out of the Syna- 
gogwes, (aid Chriſt ro his Apoſtles, yea 
the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth 
you, will think, that he doth God good 
ſervice. . 

Friend, and Perkins, and their Fel- 
low Aſhſſines thought themſelves ob- 
lig'd in Conſcience to take off King 
WILLIAM, becauſe they look'd up- 
on him only as a King DZ FACTO, 
a meer Ulurper : In Conſcience they 
held themſelves oblig'd to endeavour 
the Reſtoration of the late King, be- 
cauſe they look'd on him as King DE 
FORE. And rather than not effect 
theſe Purpoſes they engage to pro- 
mote a French Invaſion, which would 
have made bloody Work among us, 
but what car'd they for that, as long 
as it was to reinſtate the right Heir. 
A more Miſchievous Diſtintion can- 
not be imagin'd, than this of a King 
DE FURE, and DE FACTO, the 
former being applied to the late King, 
the latter to King WILLIZAM ; but I 
will deſcend to ſome particular Inſtan- 
CES. 


This 


_ 
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This wicked Diſtinion, tus Mil- 
chievouſly applied, long cacourag'd 


troublefom Commotions in Scotland; 


but more fatally delay'd the ReduQti- 
on of 7relaud, It famifſh'd ſome Thou- 
ſands in London-Derry, kept a gallant 
Army from Action One Summer for 
Six Weeks, that was, till the Seaſon 
for Action was over; fo that the Vi- 
Rory of the next Year coſt the King 
ſome of his own Blood, and the Life 
of his brave General, It betray'd our 
Councils, and brought the French Fleet 
into our Channel, prevented the puſh- 


ing on our Succeſſes, fo that our dif- - 


honour is.not yet reveng'd, as it ought, 
and perhaps might be, it expos'd our 
Merchants, and ruin'd our Trade, it 
hatch'd many a Helliſh Plot in 7re- 
land, in Flanders, in England, againſt 
the Life of King WILLIAM and 
Queen MA RT, againſt the Liberties 
of rhis Nation, and the Lives of all 
honeſt Proteſtants, it hinder'd the due 
Examinatioa of diſcover'd Plots, and 


reſcued Traytors convict, without obs 


liging them to Coafeſlion. 
Tus Wicked, and Miſchievouſly ap- 
F plied 
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plied diſtintion contriv'd the laſt Hell- 
iſh Conſpiracy, laid it deep, and ſpread 
it wide, urg'd it on with a ſteddy 
Zeal, and unwearied Application under 
the Auſpices of an exil'd Tyrant, and 
at the vaſt expence of his proud Pro- 
tetor, watch'd all opportunities to 
begin the Bloody Execution ; conceal'd 


it obſtinately, purſued it after diſap- 


pointments, and we have reaſon to be- 


lieve, that we are not got fo far into. 


the horrid Secret, but they have their 
hopes to retrieve it. However, bleſſed 
be God, who has brought ſo much of 
it to light, that we ſhall not periſh-— 
that we fhall not periſh, —— unleſs 
it be our own fault; —if we pleaſe, 
—— the Sun may be let in upon it, 
the Law may effeCtually ſpppreſs it, 
and then,—and not till then, we ſhall 
be ſafe, both we, and our King. 

The undantedly honeſt Mr. Johnſoy, 
and one or two more, out of dry love 
to their Country, ſome Years ago 
oppos'd this Wretched, Miſchievous, 
and Mifapplied Diſtinction, with Learn- 
iog, Wit, and Reaſon ; but the Friends 
of the late King James could _ 

tilat 
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that Oppoſition, and reply little, while 
they met with no Penal Oppoſition 
irgm the Government: But when one 
or two of the Confpirators, averſe to 
{o horrid a Villany, as was 1n agitation 
among them, reveal'd the deſign to the 
King, and the King laid it before the 
Houle of Commons ; of a ſudden the 
Spirits of that Honourable Body, the 
Repreſentatives of the People of Eng- 
land, were rouz'd from the confus'd 
Lethargy of a doubtful Opinion, into 
a clear diſcerning Senſe of the dan- 
ger, into Which the Sacred Life of 
KING WILLIAM, and all the 
deareſt Intereſt of all true Engliſh- 
men were betray'd by the diſtin&ion 
ofa King DE JURE, and a King DE 
FACTO. Immediately therefore ro re- 
pair their Errour, with a juſt warmth, 
they declar'd the right of their King, 
that ſo they might on a ſtable Rock, 
build their own defence, which had 
been vilely ſhaken by the rotten Foun- 
dation of an Uſurper, daub'd over with 
the empty name only ofa King. A very 
great Majority of that Auguſt Aſſem- 
bly, preſently cheerfully ſubſcrib'd the 

F 2 Alloci- 
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Aſlociation, wherein, after they Sin- 


cerely, and Solemnly Profeſs, Teſtifie, 


and declare , That his preſent Majeſty 
King WILLIAM is Rightful, and 
Lawful King of theſe Realms; they 
mutually promiſe and engage to ſtand 
by, and aſliſt each other to the utmoſt 
of their Power, in the ſupport and de- 
fence of his Majeſties moſt Sacred 
Perſon, and Government, againſt the 


late King Fames and his Adherents. 


Further they oblige themielves, it the 
King ſhould come to any violent and 
untimely death, which God forbid, to 
revenge the ſame on his Enemies, and 


their Adherents. Laſtly, To ſupport 


the Succeſſion of the Crown accord- 
ing to an A& made in the Firſt Year 
of KING WILLI1A Mand QUEEN 
MART. | 

The Honſe of Lords alſo, moved 
by the ſame amazing occaſion, as the 


Commons, damn'd the Miſchievous 


diſtinction DE FACTO, and D E 
FURE, declaring that His preſent 
Majeſty King WILLIAM hath 4 
Right by Law to the Crown, which 
Words one might be afraid of, = 

that 
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that their Lordſhips, ever Honourable, 
and Sincere, took care to ſecure them 
from Exception, by the next Plain, 
Righteous and Decretory Sentence, 
And that neither the late King 
James, mor the pretended Prince of 
Wales, nor any other Perſon, hath any 
right whatſoever to the ſame. 

[ can't ſee wherein this Declarati- 
on comes ſhort of that of the Houſe 
of Commons, for here the Lords de- 
termine, that King WILLIAM hath 
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a Right by Law to the Crown, and 


ſuch a Right by Law, that neither 
the late King, nor the pretended Prince 
of Wales, nor any other Perſon hath 
any Right whatſoever to the ſame; 
then of Conſequence, He hath all the 
right to the Crown that can be, all 
the right that ever Prince had , or 
can have. And is in their Lordſhbips 
Judgments, what the Commons have 
declard him, Y7iz. our Rightful and 
Lawful King. I am glad the Houſes 
are ſo well agreed. But alas/ neither 
has their happy Agreement, nor the 
following hearty and juſt Votes of the 
Commons carried the Aflociation of 

E I the 
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the Commons thro' the Kingdom, 
with that ſucceſs as raight have been 
expected, and as was due to fo well 
adviſed a Sanction for the Publick 
good. The reaſon of which diſap- 
pointment 1 cannot imagine, for I 
hope, that Commoner's Chaplain was 
not in the right, who openly rold an 
Acquaintance , that the Penalties intor- 
cing the Aſſociation were only' 7: 
terrorem, But as it he had been a- 
ble to give the Refuſers Security, 
many ſtood oft, and began to frame 
Exceptions againſt it. To paſs by 
the little Cavils, and impertinent Sar- 
caſms, ſtarrcd by vain and unquiet 
Men, wh, are proud to tell the World 
with what unfair Equivocation the 
{wallow'd the Oaths of Allegiance, 
and conſonant to that Scandalous 
Wickedneſs, will affix a ſenſe of their 
own deviſing to the Parliament Afſoct- 
ation, or elle Aſſociate in a cold emp- 
ty Form of their wn drawing up; to 
paſs by every thing of this nature, I 
ſhall only refle& on the grand Excepti- 
on, which js ſo common in the mouths 
of all the De fafto Mcn, And get 
CIS 
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this They have as their boun- 
den duty does require , that awful 
regard for the Divine Prohibition of 
Revenge, that they can by no means 
agree. to oblige themſelves to revenge 
the King's violent death upon his Trea- 
cherous Enemies. 


To this I have ſeveral things to re- 
ply. 


T. Tho' with ſome Men the Blood 
of a King 1s ſo cheap that it may be 
{pilt like Water' on the Ground, and 
they never trouble their hearts about 
it: Yet I make no queſtion, but 
were it the Blood but of an Arch- 
Biſhop of St. Andrew, they would be 
very active to hunt the Murtherers 
from their Coverts, and bring them 
to condign Puniſhment. That theſe 
words may not be wreſted, I do avow, 
that it was a neceſſary piece of Ju» 
ſtice, the Puniſhment of that Arch- 
Biſhop's Murtherers. But I argue 4 
fortiorz, how neceſlary then is it to pu- 
niſh Wicked Regicides 


F 4 I, When 
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If. When a Noble Peer is impeach'd in 
Parliament for High-Treaſon, the Lords 
Spiritual pretend to a Right of Sit- 
ing, and Voing among his Judges, 
ſo rhat Cliergy-Men are not willing to 
be wholly Sequeſtred from their ſhare 
in legal Revenges. 


Hf. When the Houſe of Commons 
declar'd, [ upon the occaſion of the 
Popiſh Plot , diſcover d by Doctor 
Oates , ]J that it His Majeſty, King 
Charles, that then was, ſhould come 
to any violent Death, { which they 
pray'd God to prevent, tho' [| as *tis 
thought, ] they were not heard ] they 
would revenge 1t to the utmoſt on 
the Papiſts. None of this Clan - of 
Non-Afſociators bawl'd againſt that 
Vote, as unchriſtian; and yet I do 
not ſee, but King WILLIAM's Life is 
as precious, and ought to be as dear to 
the Nation as ever King Charles's was ; 
beſides, I perſwade my ſelf, that Po- 
piſh Aſſaſſines deſerve not to be more 
ſeverely treated, than—than any other 


IV. When 
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IV. When any private Perſon unites 
with the Houſe of Commons, to re- 
venge the Violent death of the King, 
[which God prevent,] he unites with 
the Repreſentatives of the Body of the 
People, tor the juſt Execution of a le- 
gal Revenge. 


V. He that 1s not willing to do his 
part towards the bringing the Aſſaſſines 
of the King to ſuffer the Law, may be 
juſtly ſuſpeted as an Abettor ot the 


Aſſaſſination, [| if ſuch-a thing ſhould 


happen, which God prevent] and if he 
be treated accordingly, he is not worſe 
treated, than the old Lady L3/te. 


VI. In a ſtate of Nature, every 
Man has a Right to preſerve all his ho- 
neſt Intereſts againſt the Injuries of 0- 
thers, and to puniſh ſuch Injuries accor- 
ding as he judges they deſerve to be 
punifh'd. In political Society every 
Man refigns up this natural right to the 
Community, who intruſt ſome choſen 
Man or Men to govern them, by ſetled 
Laws made with their own o 
3 oO BR8 | | | at 
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ſent: Now if wicked Aſſaſſines ſhall 
traiterouſly take off the chief Head or 
Heads that govern, and ſo reduce the 
People to the unhappy Neceſlity of 
a new Choice, from whence may ariſe 
infinite Miſchiefs, by Reaſon of the 
Difterences of ambitions Pretenders , 
the People ſeem reduc'd to a ſtate of 
Nature, and thenevery particular indi- 
vidual Perſon has a' Right to be re- 
vengd of the Aſſaſſines. It is true, 
the Engliſh Government is Hereditary, 
and by Act of Parliament fetled after 
the Death or demiſe of King W://zam, 
on the Princeſs 4x» and the Heirs of her 


Body, but then there is Danger that 


Jacobite Zcal may wade thro' more 


Blood to make a clear Vacancy for a- 


Royal Abdicator ; and if ſo, there's 
Reaſon for every true Engliſhman, by 
the Parliaments Aſſociation to denounce 
Vengeance againſt the Aſlaſſines ; but 
the ſingle loſs of King W:ll;am alone by 
violent , fudden Treachery , might 
chance to throw us into thoſe Confuſi- 
ons, that it is juſt 2nd prudent to al- 
ſociate to be aveng'd of them, that ſhall 
tear that dear Intereſt from us. 

VII. Let 


( 
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VII. Let who will refuſe the Aſſoci- 
ation, yet it is honeſtly and wiſely done 
of them who enter into it ; for there- 
by they not only diſcharge the Duty 
which they owe to the King ; bur alſo 
do that which has 'a poweriul Influence 
to deter execrable Aſlaſſines from at- 
tempting the deſperate Villany ; for it 
is the hope of Impunity that confirms 
the bold Nonjurers in their declar'd En- 
mity to King W:/iam ; the hope of 
Impunity that animates the ſneaking 
perjur'd Jurors to abide by their mit- 
chievous DiſtinCtion of a King De Fa- 
fo and De Fure ; the hope of Impuni- 
ty that hatches Confpiracies, and car- 
ries on Correſpondencies with France ; 
and no doubt King-killers hereafter will 
be harder to be hired, becauſe that par- 
ticular Villany has the leaſt hope of 
Mercy ; to ſay no more, tis the hope 
of Impunity that hardens a perverſe 
Conſcience, and makes ſo many Non- 
aſſociators. 


VIII. 'Tis not indeed unwiſely done 
of the Non-aſlociators, that they may 
put 


I E "WE." og & - 
= 8 <——— mm——_ 
Cr — 


Cum ———_—_—wKlkÞlÞoÞ.Ocis. ai 
EIN LP BEE 1 BH SUP oa > 


=—_ LIEU 
- —— — ctr 


90 The DoSrines which make for 


put the beſt Colour they can upon 
their Refuſal, to pretend that they are 
Chriſtians, and cannot be reveng'd, no 
not upon their moſt miſchievous Ene- 
mies; but then it 1s eaſy to fce thro” 
this Pretence ; a wet Finger will fetch 
off the falſe Varniſh; for tho' they 
dare not for the World Aſſociate to re- 
venge the violeat Death of King W:/:- 
am ; yet they are well contented to 
give up Three Nations to the Ven- 
geance of the late King, who if ever he 
returns, {| which God of his Infinite 
Mercy, I befeech him, prevent] will 
return {ike the Evil Spirit in the Gof- 
pel, with Seven other Spirits more wicked 
than himſelf, and the laſt ſtate of our 
Nation ſha!l be worſe than the firſt : 
For, asit is {aid by the Apoſtle, It had 
been better never to have known the 
way of righteouſneſs, than having known, 
to depart therefrom: So it had been 
better tor us never to have been deli- 
ver'd from the Yoke of the late King's 
Tyranny, than to jubmit our Necks to 
it again ; if he hooks us under his Pow- 
er a {econd time, it will be a Mercy 
to diſpatch us; he will hamper 6 - 
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ſufficiently, that our next Deliverer 
muſt be that ſure Conqueror, who 
makes the ill figure in Churches with 


his Scythe and Hour-glaſs. 


IX. Among the reſt of the Miſchiefs 
whereof the De Jure and De Fatto dis 
ſtin&ion is the procuring Caule, ſet it 
dowa for one, That it keeps them 
who falſly and maliciouſly apply it to 
King WILLITAM, trom allocia- 
ting with their Repreſentatives 1n Pare 
liament. 


It comes into my Mind now, ve- 
ry opportunely, I think, That their 
Tyrant De Fare, juſt upon his departure, 
[and the Words of departing Friends 
we know ſink deep into the Minds of 
good Chriſtian People] advis'd his Loy- 
al Officers and Soldiers expreſly, and 
all his other Well-wiſhers [ not worth 
naming] tacitly, not to expoſe them- 
ſeves by reſiſting a foreign Enemy, 
and a poiſon'd Nation {that was his 
Complement to Old Erglayd ] but to 
keep themſelves free from Aſſociations 


and ſuch pernicious things. Our mif- 
chievous 
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chievous Diſtinguiſhers have obſerv'd 
this Advice moſt exattly, they have 
not yet raſhly ventur'd their Carcaſ- 
ſes in the Field againſt our King and 
Government. Their Treachery muſt 
ſucceed before they try their Valour ; 
and as for Aſſociations, and ſuch perni- 
cious things, they molt religiouſly keep 
themſelves pure and undefil'd. | 


For another particular Inſtance of 
the Miſchief caus'd by the wretched 
Diſtinction, I might mention, That 
it encourages the Attempts of the 
French King, to re-impoſe on us the 
late King Fames as his Deputy, [for 
that's the moſt the late King in his 
vaineſt hopes can expe; nay, if it 
ſhould rain Crowns and Miracles on 
his Head, who may have more Faith 
to believe the latter, than Strength to 
bear the former ; he muſt govern by 
the imperious Dictates of his Proteors 
Arbitrary Will, he muſt be but the 
prime Miniſter of a ſuperior Tyrant, 
nay, hardly that, for Lews would not 
truſt him but under French Tn 
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ers, and having firſt deliver'd up Cau- 
tionary Towns. 


If King Lews were riot well aſlur'd 
that the miſchievous DiſtinQion was 
ſuffer'd among us with impunity , he 
would not be at the Expence of a Livre 
to make a Deſcent upon us, but rather 
be glad to ſecure his own Shoars, which 
indeed is more than he can do now, 
Rebus fic ſlantibus. But that I may 
not on this Head chance to. touch on 
{ome things faid before, I am content 
to diſmiſs it with .this bare mention- 
ing, only let me take my leave of the 
De Fafto Men with one queſtion upon 
the whole matter : Since they vex 
their Wits to ſerve the Fury of a Prince 
whoſe Tyranny tother day themſelves - 
could not brook, let them tell the 
World, Is Tyranny one of thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings whoſe value we can never enough 
eſteem till we begin to want it ? 


I make haſte to conclude my Dif> 
courſe, and therefore ſhall wholly. paſs 
by ſome little conveniences .caus d by 
the DiſtigQion of a King De Fatto and 

| De 
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De Fare, ſuch as that it hinders the late 
King's Devotions; if it were not for 
the vain hope of returning to be re- 
veng'd of a certain poiſon'd Nation ; 
why, he might retire to a Religious 
Houſe, and ſpznd-the Remnant of his 
Life in Prayers, Maſs. it early and late, 
tor the Soul of his Elder Brother, or 
any of the unlucky Afſaſſines that t'o- 
ther day fel! in his Cauſe, and might 
for ought he knows crop into Purgato- 
ry notwithitanding their Abſolution : 
Or if a Court is the ching with which 
his Heart is raviſh'd, he might cen be- 
take himſelf to his Holy Father, the 
Bleſſed Pope's Holy Court, where he 
might be forgiven, ſubmitting to Pe- 
nance, all the Improvidences and Cow- 
ardize in his fruſtrated pious Attempt 
to Maſlacre a Nation or two of He- 
reticks. 


As a Corallary to the foregoing Dif 
courſe, take this— The Impunity of 
them who own King WILLIAM 
only as a King De Fadto, diſcourages 
the Friends of the Government, who 


own him, and believe him to be our 
Rightful 


Tyranny difplay'd. 95 
Rightful and Lawtful King. It is true, 
= Man of ſteddy Vertue will not be 
put by the Practice of thoſe Dutie? 
which ſerve the Intereſt of his Coun- 
try, by any NegleQs from the Go- 
vernment, or Apprehenſions of Dan- 
ger likely to happen : But ſurely their 
Number, who have wrought them- 
ſelves up to ſuch conſummate Ex- 
cellence, bears no Proportion, ei- 
ther with their own Friends, who 
are but [ more or leſs] well in- 
Clin'd, or with their Enemies who. 
are miſchievouſly bent : Of the 
moſt of them that ſincerely believe 
King WILLIAM to be right- 
ful and lawful King; I fear this is 
the extent of their Praiſe : They 
are ready to defend the Government 
as far as the Government is willing 
to defend it (elf and them ; but cau- 
tiouſly do they abſtain from an over- 
active Zeal, which is not well accep- 
ted, for fear it ſhould be viſited upon 
them and their Children wn another 
Revolution. For my part, I believe 
*# as impoſſible for our late King 
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James, to recover his forfeited and 
abdicated Crowns, as for the in- 
treaguing King of France to make 
himſelf Monarch Univerſal : Bur 
the annual Succeſlion, and thicknin 

of Jacobite Plots, and -the laſt refu- 
{al of a Bill to be brought in, obli- 
ging certain perſons to abjure - King 
Fames ; convince me, that Men of 
good and bad Principles, have, the 
one hop'd for, the other ſuſpeed 
and fear'd ſuch a new diſmal Scene 
of Aﬀairs. And, for ought I know, 
the Eſtabliſhment and Security of 
the Government under King W 7 L- 


LIAM, may be owing more to 


what has been done againſt it, than 
to what has been done for it. Periz/- 
ſem niſi periiſſem : 1 think it was the 
Saying of ,the brave Themiſ/tacles , 
by which I ſuppole he deſign'd to de- 
clare that it was his Opinion, he 
had not arriv'd at that Heighth of 
Greatneſs, if he had not been ruffled, 
oppos'd and baniſh'd; and I am ve- 
ry fully ſatisfied, that if it had not 
deen for this laſt devilliſh "_— 
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and Aſſaſſination-Plot, we had not in 
haſte declar'd King WILLIAM 
our Rightful and Lawful King, nor 
aſſociated for the Preſervation of his 
Life, by threatning to revenge his 
violent Death. 


There is a difference between thoſe 
that were to have had their part in 
the Aſſaſſination, and thoſe that were 
concern'd only in the Invaſion. The 
Aſlaſſines are not able to deviſe any 
the leaſt colour to take off from the 
Heinouſneſs of their intended Villa- 
ny. Perkins was a little aſham'd of 
this infamous Deſign ; but as for the 
Promoters of the Invaſion, their 
Treaſon was but Confonant to their 
old miſchievous Diſtinftion of-a King 
De Fatto and De Fure: Some of 
the Aſſaſlines have met their deſerv'd 
Fate, but the ſimple Invaders have 
hardly been ſcar'd ; yet if they ſhall 
not be call'd to an Account alſo {who 
bid fair for ſlaying Ten Thouſands 
of the People, and fo making up in 
Numbers, a Sacrifice equal to that 
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of their King ] they will not only 
be confirm'd that they have diſtin- 
guiſh'd well, but prompted more vi- 
gorouſly to purſue the fatal end and 
purpoſe of their threatning Di- 
ſtinction. Aod this indeed is enough 
and enough to cool the Zeal, and to 
diſcourage the Endeavours of them 
that are otherwaſe very well dif- 
pos'd to ſerve the Intereſts of King 
WILLIAM, their Country, and 
the Proteſtant Religion. Our King 
himſelf is not capable of endan- 
gering his own juſt Rights, or 
the Safety of the People of Exg- 


land, unleſs by his ſingular Mercy 


and Goodneſs, which like his fear- 


leſs Valour, knows no Bounds : 


as for the Repreſentatives of the 
People, it may be Reaſonably pre- 
ſum'd, they will at laſt provide, 
that the De Fafto Jacobites ſhall not 
have the Temptation of Impunity 
to attempt to fubyert the . Liber- 
ties of the Nation, and to deſtroy 
the Lives of all that love their Li» 
berties. They have indeed, accor- 


ding 


= 
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ding to the Truſt repoſed in them, 
honeſtly endeavour'd and advanc'd 
ſome Paces towards ſuch a neceſſa- 
ry Proviſion, by their Noble, Juſt, 
and -Righteous Aſſociation : But 
there remains a great deal more 
for them to do ſtill, leſt what they 
have already done, be fruſtrated, 
and render'd all together inetteQtual; 
for their Aſſociation is no ſooner 
drawn up, fubſcribd by a great 
Majority, and the Sefſion pro» 
rogu'd. 


But Ante-Aſſociations are form'd 
againſt it by ſome of the Clergy, 
not indeed in broad Words direc- 
ly contrary, but in cold and emp- 
ty Flouriſhes of their own devi- 
ſing, and ſuch borrowed Expreſ- 
fions as they imagine capable of 
an interpretation , that will not 
utterly ſubvert their Diſtin@ion 
of a KING DE FAGTO, 
and DE FARE, Which Dis 
ſtintion while it Reigns - unpu- 
niſhd, KING WILLIAM 
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does not reign ſecure. Several of 
the Ante- Aſſociations were drawn 
up 0 little favouring the Title of 
His prefear MAJESTY, fo lit- 
tle conſulting the Security of his 
Adminiſtration, that it was ſcanda- 
louſly manifeſt, the Subſcribers al- 
ſociated only in lewd Hypocily , 
to avoid the Envy of Nor-aflocia- 
ting, to ſham the Authority of the 
Nation with ſome deceitful Com- 
plements, but in Reality and Truth, 
to preſerve their dear DiſtinAMion. 
Such Aſſociations therefore as theſe, 
were rejected, as they well deſer- 
ved, nor could all the Academic 
Elegance beſtowed upon them , 
help them through the offictous 
Hands of Friends, to his Majeſty's 
gracious Acceptance : But theſe Gen- 
rlemen carried it highly, if his Ma- 
jety would not accept ſuch Af- 
{ociation as they had drawn up, 
he ſhould have none at all from 
them. This being obſerv'd by o- 
ther Perſons of the ſame Order, 
they wiſely conſider'd what Incon- 

Veniences 
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veniences might - poſſibly happen 
from not Aſſociating at all, and 
therefore determin'd to- comply, 
but refolv'd to come off as eheap 
as they could. They would ven- 
ture to Aſſociate, but not with 
their Pariſhoners in the Form pre» 
{crib'd by the Hauſe of Commons 
[except here and there an honeſt 
Parſon that had no Prieſtcrafc in him] 
wherefore they carefully abſtain from 
declaring it to be their perſwaſton, 
that His preſent Majeſty King W1L- 
LIAM, 1s Rightful and Lawful 
King of theſe Realms; and as for 
his Violent and untimely death , 
ſhould it happen, which God pre- 
vent, they oblige not themſelves 
to revenge it upon his Enemies and 
their. Adherents. Bur let us fee / 
What do they give us in the room 
of RIGHTFUL AND LAWFUL 
KING, and inſtead of making it 
the utmoſt danger to kill him? 
Why > They borrow ſome words 
from the Aſſociation of the Hos 
Lords, and inſert 1iif fame amor 
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ſome empty F louriſhes of their own ; 
upon which I note, that, altho' the 


Form of the Aflociation of the 


Houſe of Lords, be in the Literal, 


Plain, and Obvious Senſe, and in 


4 Senſe by them intended, Tru- 

; Juſt, and Highly Loyal, yet 
. "a. Clergy-men, who are repre- 
ſented by the Houſe of Commons, 
and not by the Houſe of Lords, 
thall Aſſociate in the Language of 
the latter, and not of the former, 
It is 'a manifeſt £ 1gn, ' that they 
diſlike the Aſſociation of the Houſe 
of Commons, and that, tho' the A 
fociation of the Lords tends to the 


fame Juſt, Noble and Neceſlary 


Purpoſes, yet in their Opinion it 
may be interpreted to ſignifie ſome- 
thing leſs. It cannot be imagin'd, 
that- any of the Clergy ſhould de- 
Cline the Aflociation of the Houle 
of Commons,' by whom they are 
repreſented, it they were perſwaded 
chat the fame was a Juſt ,* and 
Righteous Aſſociation; it cannot be 
imagin'd that we ſhould prefer 

6 the 
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che Phraſe of the Houſe of Lords, 
by whom they are not repreſented, 


if they were firmly perſwaded ſas 
I declare my (elf to be ] that, that 
Phraſe did come fully up, to the 
Senſe of the Houſe of Commons, 
and could not poſſibly be inter- 
preted to ſignifte, with a Jacobzre 
abatement, ſomething favourable 
to their miſchievouſly applied di- 
ſtintion of a King De Fafo, and De 


Fare. 


Now in this their PraGife they 
do a great injury , to both Houſes, 
they audaciouſly ſlight the one, and 
wickedly traduce the other. What 
reward ſo high a Miſdemeanour 
may deſerve, I take not upon me 
to pronounce ; but I hope I may 
have leave to ſay, that theſe Cler- 
gy-Aſſociation-Separatiſts have not 


that unqueſtionable fair pretence to 


His Majeſties Special Graces and 
Favours, as the voluntary Subſcrib- 
ers of the Aſſociation of the Houſe 
of Commons; indeed they may , 
LM Pet A ng, #7 Il CON- 


F o4 The Dottrizes which make for 


A. o DO rn Er = er ernment 


conſidering the Wonderful Genero- 
fity of the King, expe as much 
Forgiveneſs as they ſhall need, and 
more Grace and Favour than they 
are diſposd to deferve: But it 
were a Preſumption very like Im- 
. pudence in them, to hope that His 
Majeſty King WILLIAM ſhould 
prefer them before his beſt afteted 
Liege People, who Aflociate, [as is 
molt Juſt and Proper, Fair and Un- 
exceptionable] with their Repreſen- 
ratives in Parliament, Heartily, Sin- 
cerely,and Solemnly Profefling, Teſti- 
fying and Declaring , that His Pre- 
ſent Majeſty King WILLIAM 
is Rightful and Lawful King of 
theſe Realms, Sc. And that they 
will ſtand by one another, in re- 
venging his untimely death, [which 
God prevent] upon His Enemies 
and their Adherents. 


It was a very ſharp. Refle&:on, 
and, I would very fain perſwade 
my ſelf, an unjuſt one, that of Mr. 
Dryden, For Prieſts of all Religt- 


ONS 
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ons are the ſame ; but it grieves my 
Soul to think, that ſo neceſſary an 
order of Men, Proteſtants, as well 


as Papiſts, ſhould be ſo generally . 
given to oppoſe the Proceedings of 


the State. 


Old and Crazy is the Body, I 
cannot ſay, which I carry about 
with me, but which 1s carried a- 
bout for me; but yet, I am nn 
hopes, that it will hold out, till all 
His Maſjeſties Subjes repreſented 
by the Commons, be taught the 
neceſſity of Subſcribing the Aſloci- 
ation of the Houſe of Commons ; 
for, I well remember, how before 
the end of their laſt Seſſions, they 
ſer their own Members a day to 
Subſcribe it, or declare their Refyu- 
al; alſo the Names of Refuſers 
were requir'd to be return'd, from 
all or moſt Towns of the King- 
dom ; which was ſetting and a di- 
ſtinguiſhing Mark upon them ; and 
It is not reaſonable to ſuppole, that 

they will ſuffer their Auguſt Af 
| ſcmbly, 
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ſembly, and Wiſe Councils to be 
ſo contemptuouſly usd, as they 
muſt be, if that Form of Aſlociati- 
on, which their Wifdom judg'd ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary to ſave the Ho- 
nour and Life of the King; the. 
Lives, Liberties, and Religion of 
the Subject, happen to be diſap- 
pointed by particular Forms of Af(- 
{ociation, devisd by ſome Diſcon- 
tented Eccleſiaſticks, who refuſe to 
declare, that His preſent Majeſty 
King WILLIAM is Rightful and 
Lawful King of theſe Realms; and 
have ſo very little love for Hig 
Perſon, that who as will may Af- 
ſaſlinate him, for all them, with 
impunity. O the Chriſtianity of 
theſe Gentlemen ! Whole Conſci- 
ences Will not ſerve them to be 
aiding and aſliſting any, juſt Or- 
ders of Legal Revenge ! It this be 
Chriſtianity, commend me to the 
Manners, and Dofrine of Heathens. 
But why ſhould Chriſtianity be re- 
proach'd for their ſakes > That Holy 
Inſtitution neither injures the Civil 
ah | ey "OY Rights 
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Rights of particular Perſons , _ nor 
alters the Grand Reaſon on which 
Political Societies, Kingdoms, and 
Commonwealths are founded, and 
preſerv'd. Salus populz the good of 
the People is the grand Reaſon on 
” which Political Societies are found- 
ed; the good of the People re- 
uires that Enormous Wickedneſles 
ſhopld not eſcape unpuniſhed ; he 
that has it in his power, but will 
not contribute to the Legal Puniſh- 
ment of an Infamous Aſfaſſin, is 
wanting in the duty which he 
owes to that Body Politick, where- 
of he is a Member, In ſhort, eve- 
ry Member of a Body Politick is 
in ſtrict juſtice obligd to endea- 
vour, as far as in him lies, to bring 
to Legal Puniſhment the Bloody 
| Villain that ſhall murder the mean- 
| eft of his Fellow Subjeas ; this is 
| a duty, which by the Fundamental 
Reaſon of Society 15 owning from 
| every fingle Perſon to the Publick ; 
how much more ſtrongly does it 
oblige, if a brave Prince ſhould 


fall 
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fall | which God forbid] by the 
Treacherovs Cruelty of ingrateful 
Miſcreants, prompted by a dif- 
appointed Tyrant, and ſupported 
by a Faithleſs, Enchroaching 
Foreign Enemy 2 It is a very 
odd thing, that any Men ſhould 
pretend Conſcience for their for- 
bearance of that ation, which they 
are bound in duty to perform, 
tho' they look no farther, than 
their being Members of a Body 
Politick. There is no Government 
upon the face of the Earth, - that 
will take them in upon other con- 
ditions, than their agreeing ro be 
reveng'd upon thoſe Aflaſlines, 
whoſe deſperate Malice ſhall - wound 
the Publick in ſo noble a part, as 
her Chief Officer. And therefore 
we have good reaſon to hope, that 
ſince the Government knows her 
boldeſt Enemies who F mindful of 
the Advice from Rocheſter | will 
not Aflociate with us at all ; and 
\ her No-friends who will not Afſſo- 
cjate in the form of the Houſe of 


Com- 
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Commons, fince, I ſay, the Govern- 
ment knows them z»tus & zncute, 
fully, and throughly, [as ſhe well 
may, after Seven long Years trou- 
bleſom experience |] that ſhe will 
now at laft take the neceſſary ſe- 
curity, that ſecurity which Provi- 
dence hath ſo loudly, and ſo oft 
proclaim'd to be the only neceſla- 
ry; by which not only the Go- 
vernment, but, by the bleſſing of 
God, even the Enemies thereof may 
be brought to their right Wits, 
and ſav'd from cruel Tyranny, and 
fooliſh Superſtition. This looks, 
ſome may obje&t, as if I wiſh'd, 
that the Aſſociation of the Houſe 
of Commons might be impos'd 
on the Clergy. I might reply, if 
that really was my wiſh, I know 
no great harm which would fol- 
low ; but I rather chooſe with all 
ſoftneſs to clear the purpoſe of my 
Writing. 


I remember to have read ſome 
Author, who vindicating the pra- 
ice 
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&ice of the Church, | which ſome- 
time had been, ] in compelling 
Men to Conformity, when he was 
alham'd to affirm in expreſs terms, 
that violence might be offter'd to 
Mens Conſciences, in matters a+ 
bout Religious Worſhip ; He gave 
this turn to the matter — they 
might lawfully be compelld to 
eonfider. | mean no more, as to 
our Difſenting Aſfociators. And 
I am perſwaded, Jet the Govern- 
ment give them but one good Ar- 
gument able to move them to con- 
ſider the matter, they will never 


ſtand with their Repreſentatives for 


the Phraſe of RIGHTFUL AND 
LAWFUL KING, no, nor the 
Word REVENGE neinher, which 
when the Parliament threatned a- 
g2inſt the King's Enemies, they ne- 
ver dream'd it would ſcare the Cler- 
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For the ground of this my per- 
{waſion, -I will tell ths Reader a 


Story. 
When 
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When Pope Pau! the Veth. quar- + 
rell'd with the Yenetians, the Impri- 
ſonment of a brace of Eccleſiaſtick 
Villains was the leaſt thing that 
troubled him. But the great Of- 
fence was from Two Decrees, the 
Firſt commanding that no» more 
Churches ſhould be EreCted within 
the City Precin&ts; the Second 
that no more Lands ſhould be ali- 
enated to the Eccleſiaſticks, with- 
out leave had from the Senate. It 
{cems the Senate were for Governe. 
iog the Republick, by ſuch Decrees, : 
as they judg'd neceſlary for the 
Publick Good. The Pope Excom- 
municates the Duke and Senate, 
lays their Dominions under his In- 
terdid, the Jeſuits Aſſociating on 
the ſide of his Holineſs, obey the 
Interdict, and refuſe to ſay Maſs; for 
this, the Senate baniſhes them, bur 
the People Aſlociating with the Se- 
nate, inſtead of mutining for the Holy 
Fathers now ready to depart each 
Man with the Hoaſt at his Neck, 
intimating that they and JESUS 
H CHRIST 
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CHRIST were both taking | 
their leave together, bid them be 
gone with a vengeance. The Se- 
nate purſu'd their fteddy Reſoluti- 
ons With an Order that all Eccle- | 
fiaſticks, who would not continue 
the Celebration of Divine Service, 
ſhould retire out of their Domi- 
nions; upon this, many of the 
Holy Men , eſpecially the Capu- 
chins, had the Courage to make a 
noiſe of departing , they intended 
to have gone out in Proceſſion with 
the Sacrament, but that the Se- 
nate forbid it; they aQuually did 
uſe all Arts to make the People 
. apprehend the ſadneſs of their caſe, 
and that the being without Prieſts 
was being without God in the 
World. One Morning therefore 
they celebrated Maſs, they ear up 
all their Gods, and concluded the 
Service without bleſſing the Peo- 
ple. But the Senate ſtood firm to 
their Order, and the People were 
quiet, and content to take care of 
their own Souls, which fo troubled 
theſe 
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theſe Holy Fathers, that ſeveral al- 
ter'd their minds, and were content 
to ſtay and do their Duties, moſt 
of the Capuchins 1n the Territo- 
ries of Breſcia and Bergamo wilely 
conſider'd that they could not live 
half ſo well without their Flock , 
as their Flock without them ; there- 
fore when they ſaw they could not 
help it, they aſlociated with the 
Senate, and celebrated Divine Ser- 
vice as before, notwithſtanding the 
Pope's Interdict. 


I will not ſay, That every 
thing in this Story, which relates 
to the Senate of Yenice and their 
Clergy, runs parale] with the Cir- 
cumſtances between the Govern- 
ment, and our Clergy-diſſenting-Af- 
ſociators ; but if any one thall ſay, 
that there is no manner of Reſem- 
blance between the one and the 
other, I muſt beg his Parden. 
What may or may not be fitly 
applied, the Reader ſhall freely 
judge, I will not habour to pre- 
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poſſeſs him with my Notions ; yet 
I will make bold to affix one Note 
to the Story, and Thats thic—— 
It was not with the Popiſh Re- 
ligion, nor its Miniſters, that the 
Senate had a Difference ; only this 
they firmly reſfolv'd, that none 
ſhould be Miniſters of Religion 
for them, that would not own, 
that the Senate had a Rightful 
and Lawful Authority to govern 
the Republick by what Decrees 
they pleasd, without asking leave 
of the Pope. 


The Readers Trouble ſhall be 
over, When I have told him, 1t is 
not the Church of England, nor 
Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
land, as ſuch, that I have hgre 
tax'd; for I heartily and ſincerely 
profes a profound Veneration to 
the Right Reverend Fathers in 
God, my Lords, the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops that are as faithful to 
his Majeſty King WILLIAM, 
and the Intereſt of their Country , 

as 
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as Paolo Sarpio Yeneto, better 
known by the Name of Father 
Paul, was to the Senate of Ye- 
nice; I highly eſteem and regard 
all the inferior Clergy, whoſe Ho- 
neſty and Loyalty keeps even Pa- 
ces with the Houſe of Commons, 
the Repreſentatives of the People 
of England, and equals them to 
thoſe Venetian Eccleſiaſticks, who 
prefer'd the Decrees of the Senate 
their Lawful Governors before the 
Interdiion of their Holy, Medling, 
Spiritual Father, the Pope. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


F the Miſchiefs which 
flow from the ſedui- 
ous Diſtinction of a King De 
FaGio and De Fure, there is 
no end; as oft as I think 
of it, new Inſtances of its 


_ Miſchievouſneſs occur ro my 


mind : For might nota French 
Commiſſioner at a Treaty of 
Peace , from hence take occa- 
fton to argue after this man- 
ner As it was faid in be- 


half of the Dutch, when they 
firſt refus'd the Bank of Eng- 
land's Bills, Why ſhould they 
take them , when the Engliſb 
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among themſelves would not ? 
$0 it may be ſaid in behalf of 
the French King, Why ſbould 
he own King William for 
Rightful and Lawful King of 
England, &c. when ſo many 
of the Clergy, enjoying their 
Tythes and Pulpits, and not a 
few of the Laity in publick 
Office and Imployment will not ? 


Might not the Monſieur 
purſue the Raillery thus 
When the Government does 
not think fit co impoſe the 
Lawfulneſs of King Willzart's 
Title on the Conſciences of 
the Clergy, and all other 
Officers and Magiſtrates com- 
miſſionated by his Majeſty, 
why fhould it be im- 
posd on the Conſcience © 

_— 4 | 
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the French King, who 1s none 
of King Williams Subje&, 
but a Crown'd Fead, as well 
as himſelt ? I know not what 
could be reply'd to this argu- 
mentative Raillery, which 
mingles Reaſon and Reproach 
together, unleſs tha Engliſh 
Subj is of all: Orders and 
Ma ſhould be better 
taught their Duty for the fu- 
ture, avd then the French 


King would ſtand with us for 


nothing—— When once thoſe 
wretched Inventions of Utur- 
patton, Conqueſt and Deſer- 
tion, Branches of the De Fa- 
&o Doctrine, are penally re- 
ſiraind, as by Engliſh Law 
they mighr and ought to be; 
tnere's not a Clergyman of an 


hundred, but ſhall juſtify the 


choice 
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choice of the People and ſpeak 
honourably of the Conventi- 
onal Parliament : : there's not a 
Lay-Magiſtrate but ſhall know 
under whom, and for whom 
he was created, and dare as 
well be 


William or his Country. 


Let Clergy-men and Lay- 
men be compell'd to Afſoci- 
ate in the Form of the Houſe 
of Commons, to defend their 
 Righrful and Lawful King 
William, and to revenge his 
untimely Death, winch God 
prevent, | and a very little 
compulſion will doe, for the 
moſt backward of them, are 


only a little Knaviſh, or ſo, - 


not obſtinate } and there 
ſhall not be a Mercenary Vil- 
lain 


as betray King 
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leim found, thac will be hir "1 te to 
life up a hand againſt him, aot 
a Crownd, nor Decrown'd 
Head fo fooliſhly wicked, as 
to 80 about to hire them. 


Note, That this ſhould have 
been inſerted among the Ar- 
guments, which are offer'd 
againft the Non-Aſlociators, 
who fcruple the word Re- 


VEenge. 


Parliament - Aſſociation 
with the Royal Afent, 


is in all ics Parts, as Legal, 
as any other Parliamentary 
AQ with the ſame Royal Af- 
ſent ; and if the Supream Au- 
thority of a Nation, may de- 
cree os ſort of Puniſhment, 

they 
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they judge moſt proper, to be 
inflicted on Thieves and Rob- 
bers, Houſe-breakers and Mur- 
derersz nothing hinders but' 
that they may decree what 
Puniſhments they pleaſe, to be 
inflited on thoſe Treacherous 
Aſſaſſines, that ſhall kill King 
William. And if the Supream 
Authority of a Nation may 
lawfully Authorize all and e- 
very Perſon of the Nation to 
kill a miſchievous Out-law , 
where e're they find him 3 no 
Reaſon can be givin why they 
may not Authorize all and e- 
very Perſon of the Nation to 
be revengd according to the 
utmoſt of their power, of the 
Treacherous Alilaſſines that 
ſhall kill King William. Ie 
is the intereſt of the Nation 
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that ſuch Treacherous Aſla(- 
ſines ſhould not ſcape Venge- 
ance, it 1s therefore the pru- 
dence of the Parliameni to 
Commiſſion every particular 
Man againſt them. 
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teuch. IV. The Temptation of Eve 
by the Serpent. V. The Flood. 
VI. The Confuſion of Languages. 
VIE. The Original of Circumciſion. 
VIII. The Divine Appearances in the 
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